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Our Vision
IMAGINE THE FUTURE BRENTFORD GIRL...
 

• she thrives on challenge and has a desire to fulfil her learning potential;

• she is able to think independently and is confident in her social and 
academic capability;

• she is emotionally aware and emotionally intelligent;

• she is capable and dependable;

• she is resourceful and inquisitive;

• she embraces the technological world as a global village and is ready to 
interact with others in the local and worldwide community;

• she accepts the welfare of others as her responsibility;

• she understands the need for sustainable living both locally and globally;

• she is ready for life in the future – whatever that may be.

• she is the centre of our vision and will remain the very core of our being 
and purpose.



Ms Humphries

Assistant Head Teacher: Curriculum and 
Assessment



The Purpose of This Evening

To outline:
• the KS4 curriculum offering at BSfG 
• the options process and timeline
• the choices your daughter will need 

to make and how best to support 
her. 



What do the students say?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12izNLZhhZ2NEcLu7E3cNSeXRZaj0Zosu/view


Passion and Pathways



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmskpg8





2015:Change
Assessments-

In 2015 all GCSEs and 
BTEC courses were 
reformed. 



Why a 3-Year GCSE?

• Allows for more time to be dedicated to 
enrichment in the curriculum - a deeper 
experience at KS4, rather than it just being 
seen as the ‘exam prep key stage’

• This gives more time to develop and 
practice the necessary skills and knowledge 
to enable students to fulfil their potential 

• Year 9 serves as a transition period from 
Key Stage 3 to GCSE



Keeping the curriculum broad
In Year 9, our enrichment programme ensures that 
students still have access to those subjects they did 
not opt for at GCSE: Art, Computing, History



What is the EBacc and why 
should I study it? Be Ambitious!

The Ebacc is NOT a subject or a qualification

EBacc refers to the group of subjects you 
choose. To study the EBacc you must have  

English Maths History
OR 

Geography

French
OR 

Spanish

+ + +Science +



“A study by the UCL Institute of Education 
shows that studying subjects included in the 
EBacc provides students with greater 
opportunities in further education and 
increases the likelihood that a pupil will stay on 
in full-time education. Sutton Trust research 
reveals that studying the EBacc can help 
improve a young person’s performance in 
English and maths”.



Why study MFL? 



CORE Curriculum (pg 7-17)

•English Language- one GCSE
•English Literature- one GCSE
•Mathematics- one GCSE
•Science- two or three GCSEs
•RE- one GCSE

•PSHCE (not examined)
•Core PE (not examined)



Who can take Separate Sciences?

•Completing separate sciences is very challenging and 
requires excellent ability in science and good 
independent learning skills.

•Therefore, you will be invited to take the 3 separate 
sciences rather than selecting to take it.

• In Year 9, all students will be set and study the same 
content. All students will take a test at the end Year 
9 and the science department will review the 
results.



Your choices: Options (pg 19-47)

GCSEs Vocational Subjects

● Art and Design (Fine Art)
● Business Studies
● Drama
● Film Studies
● Geography
● History
● Modern foreign Language - French
● Modern foreign Language - Spanish
● PE
● Photography
● Sociology
● Textiles

● BTEC First Certificate in Health 
and Social Care

● Level 2 Vocational Award in 
Performing Arts (Music)

● BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in 
Digital Information Technology



Your choices: Option blocks 2025

Students must choose ONE PREFERRED and one RESERVE in 
each option block.

Option A Option B Option C

● French
● Geography
● History
● Spanish

*Functional skills 
option

● Business
● Drama
● Film studies
● French
● Geography
● Health and 

Social Care 
(BTEC)

● Sociology

● Art
● Digital information 

technology (BTEC)
● History
● Music-Performing 

Arts (BTEC)
● PE
● Photography
● Spanish
● Textiles



Can I take a 
subject at A Level 
that I did not take 
at GCSE?

If there are not 
enough students 
choosing an 
option, would it 
run?

What are the 
“easy” 

options?

What if a 
student chooses 
an option and 
does not like it?

FAQs:



ADVICE: Talk to your daughter!
•Which subjects do you enjoy?

•What subjects do you have an interest in?

•What subjects are you achieving in? What are your 
skills? (DP2 report)

•What are you thinking about in the future?



ADVICE: Talk to teachers!

•Options evening
• Subject assemblies
• Subject taster sessions
•Ms Minors and the Year 8 team



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1eUJPpEBPgxC03XBtRpfSpmiUPjudN9fkeLB4irXtfAA/edit?usp=forms_home&ths=true


ADVICE: stick to the deadline
You have 19 school days to decide!



Finally, all information is on the 
website-



Thank-you for listening


