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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD TEACHER

Dear Parent/Carer

Your daughter will be embarking on her GCSE qualifications in September 2024. Some time ago, we
introduced the move to GCSEs in Year 9 in order to allow our girls the opportunity to develop greater
depth and understanding in their chosen subjects. This has brought huge rewards and, once again,
this summerour GCSE results were outstanding. Throughout Year9, we offerall girls the opportunity
to getinvolvedinourdeeperlearningenrichment programme. This means that for subjects that the
girls may decide notto follow asubject for GCSE, they will still have some access to them through our
enrichment programme. Over the next few months, your daughter will be involved in a number of
activitiesaimed atsupporting herin selecting her choicesinaninformed way.

The Key Stage 4 curriculum which your daughter will be following for the next three years containsa
compulsory core section, butthereis alsoasignificant elementof choice which needs careful planning.
This booklet is designed to help you and your daughter choose the courses she will follow over the
nextthree yearsaswell as givinginformationalabout the compulsory subjects.

The majority of our students follow the English Baccalaureate (EBacc) suite of subjects, designed to
encourage students to achieve GCSEs in a range of facilitating subjects including English Language,
Mathematics, Science, a Modern Foreign Language and a Humanities subject. Girls who are capable
of achievingthe English Baccalaureate should consideritvery seriouslyas it will help ensurethat their
choices at the tertiary level are as broad as possible, as well as providing them with the necessary
GCSEs for entrance into the very top universities inthe country. Additionally, all students follow the
core programme which includes GCSE Religious Studies, Core Physical Education and Citizenship
through the PSHCE programme.

We continue to offeravarietyof GCSEs and a BTECs. BTEC qualificationssuit students who find studies
connectedtothe workplace interesting, witha greateramount of the work assessed on these courses
through the means of coursework and not just by final examination. We encourage our students to
choose subjects that are going to provide them with a broad and balanced learning experience. Your
daughterwill be in education now until she is eighteen years of age. Itisimportant that you and your
daughterthink clearly now about option choices, sothat her journeyinto the sixth form is a smooth
one.

The individual student will always be at the heart of what we do at our school. It is important for us
that we work with you and your daughter to ensure that the curriculum she chooses reflects her
ambitionsand ensuresthat she becomesthe girl of ourschool vision!

We look forward to supporting you and your daughterat thisimportanttime in herschool journey.

Yours sincerely,

MM Leoan dloax

Ms M Leenders - Head Teacher



GUIDANCE WHEN CHOOSING SUBIJECTS TO STUDY IN KEY STAGE 4

Students will choose three option subjects to study which, in addition to the core subjects, will give
them good variety of GCSE (or equivalent) subjects. It is advisable that students opt for a broad and
balanced curriculum covering a range of subjects and do not specialise too heavily in one particular
area.

Students, when making subject choices, must take into account their successes in the past and
present. School reports, data collections and meetings with subject teachers should help inthis regard.
In addition, there are new subjects that your daughterneeds to consider.

Itisvital torememberthat yourdaughterwill be studying her chosensubjects forthe nextthreeyears
anditistherefore advised tofavourthose subjects that she is successful in and enjoysstudying as well
as what is best for them in the future. The ultimate aim is for students to study courses where they
maximise their chances of securing the best set of GCSE grades. It is therefore important that time,
discussion and careful considerationis givento thisimportant process.

TOP TIPS FOR ASK THE

PICKING YOUR FOLLOWING
OPTIONS.. QUESTIONS:

e  What subjectsthey enjoy and how well they are currently doingin that subject
e  Whattheywill belearningineach subjectand howitis assessed

e Theirjourneyatpost 16 and post 18 e.g. A Levels, University, Work

¢ How dotheirsubjectsrelate to each otherand to their plans forthe future?

e Isittheirchoice and notthat of theirfriends?

HELPING YOUR DAUGHTER MAKE CHOICES

We hope that students find the assemblies, this options booklet, Careers Day and the OptionsEvening
useful. However, should your daughter need any help please make sure that she consultsas widelyas
possible with her tutor, Head of Year, relevant Head of Department, subject teachers and even older
students at the school before makingadecision.

Heads of Departments will run assemblies to explain more about the courses on offerin Key Stage 4
and subject teachers can give more information about courses in lessons and taster sessions. In
addition, to give additional help, all Year 8 students will have access to an Options Google Classroom
to access otherresources.

Should students require further advice, they can speak to Ms St Paul and / or Mr Eagleton, whois
overseeing the options processforYear8, forguidance about which options are mostappropriate to
meet herneeds.




THE ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE (EBACC)

The current English Baccalaureate isnot a qualificationitself butis awarded to students if they achieve
a good passin a particulargroup of five GCSE subjects (known as facilitating subjects). These subjects
also happen to be the ones most regularly asked for by college and university courses, so it is worth
bearing thisin mind when deciding which GCSEs to take.

e English

e Maths

e CombinedScience orSeparate Sciences

e A Humanities subject (Geography or History)

e A Modern Foreign Language (French orSpanish)

Universities are likely to prefer an Ebacc combination of subjects, so it is worth considering when
choosingyouroptions.

The current options system at Brentford School for Girls allows students studying the EBaccto choose
an entirelydifferent thirdoption as well as allowing some of our girls to study a more vocational route
for whichthey may be bettersuited.




THE KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM

THE CORE CURRICULUM

The curriculum is designed to ensure that students have a broad and balanced education and that
they have a wide choice of pathways at Key Stage 4 and beyond. The curriculum comprises subjects
which students must study;thisiscalled the core curriculum. The compulsory core curriculum subjects
are:

e English Language

e English Literature

e Mathematics

e CombinedScience /Separate Sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Physics)
e Religious Studies

Each of these subjects are externally examined and worth one GCSE grade (Science isworth two or
three GCSE grades dependent onthe course followed)

All studentsin KS4also study the subjects below which are not externally examined:
e Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship and Economic Education (PSHCEE)

e Physical Education (PE)
e AcademicMentoring (during Y11 only)

OPTION SUBIJECTS

Students will studythree option subjects from the lists below. Withinthis choice of three - all students
will be required to study atleast one of Geography, History, French or Spanish.

GCSES Vocational Subjects
Art and Design (Fine Art) e BTECFirst Certificate in Health & Social Care
Business Studies
Drama e Level2Vocational Awardin Performing Arts
Film Studies (Music)
Geography
History e BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information
Modern Foreign Languages — French Technology
Modern Foreign Languages—Spanish
PE
Photography
Sociology

Textiles




TIMELINE FOR THE PROCESS

Please find below atimeline forthe Options process this year.
Datesare given as they currently stand. If there are any changes, youwill be notified in advance.

~ RPN

“J

Wednesday 13t March Year 8 Careers Day

Thursday 14t March Options Evening

Week beginning 16 April Options Assemblies

Thursday 16t May Year 8 Parents Evening (Virtual)

Friday 17t May Options forms to be Completed and Returned to Tutors
Week beginning 4t June Interviews to confirmchoices (where necessary)
Wednesday 12t June Year 8 Informed of their Final Option Choices

Wednesday 19t June Deadlineto Request Changes

By Friday 28 June E;nraelni:a nges Made and Final Choice Relayed to Students &




GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

Examination Board: AQA
ABOUTENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

This is a compulsory examination course aimed at all students. The subjects are taught together by
using an integrated approach, but two separate qualifications will be gained (English Language and
English Literature). In your English lessons, you will have the opportunity to develop the three main
skills: Reading, Writing and Speaking and Listening. You will study Modern texts and Literature from
the English Literary Heritage, as well as a range of poems and a Shakespeare play for the Literature
Course. The English Language course will alsoinclude the study of Fiction from the 19th century and
Non-fiction and Literary Non-Fiction texts from the 20th and 21st century. You will also develop your
writing skills to write creatively and to express a strong viewpoint. Speaking and Listening is now
separately endorsed with activities used to develop your public speaking and communication skills.

WILL | ENJOY THE COURSE?

You will enjoy the course because it will:

¢ Helpyouto understand more aboutthe worldyoulivein;
e Provide you with arange of useful skills for post-16studies and the world of work;
¢ |nvolve discussions, thinking and questioning, as well as listening, reading and writing.

HOW DOES IT FOLLOW ON FROM WHAT I HAVE LEARNT BEFORE?

The English Language and Literature course follows on from the reading and writing skills acquired
during the Key Stage 3 course; it will give you opportunities to further develop Creative Writing,

expose youto awidervariety of Literature texts and allow you to develop discussion and presentation
skills.

COURSEWORK/EXAM REQUIREMENTS

GCSE English Language
100% examination:

Paper 1 - Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing

1 hour45 minutes, 80marks, 50% of GCSE

e Section A: Reading (40 marks) (25%) - one single literature fiction text
e 1 shortform question(1x4 marks)
e 2 longerformquestions(2x 8 marks)
e 1 extendedquestion (1x 20 marks)

e Section B: Writing (40 marks) (25%) - descriptive or narrative writing

e 1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for technical accuracy)

Paper 2 - Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives



1 hour45 minutes. 80 marks, 50% of GCSE
e Section A: Reading (40 marks) (25%) - two linked texts- one non-fiction text and one literary non-
fictiontext
e 1 shortform question(1x4 marks)
e 2longerformquestions(1x8, 1 x 12 marks)
e 1 extendedquestion (1x 16 marks)
e Section B: Writing (40 marks) (25%) - writingto presenta viewpoint

e 1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for technical accuracy)

Non-examination assessment—Spoken Language (Separately endorsed)

GCSE English Literature

100% examination:

Paper 1 - Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel
1 hour45 minutes, 64 marks, 40% of GCSE

Section A: Macbeth by Shakespeare
Students will answer one question on this text. They will be required to write in detailabout an

extract from the play and then to write about the play as a whole.

Section B: The 19th - century novel — A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
Students will answer one question on this text. They will be required to write in detailaboutan
extractfrom the novel and thento write about the novel asa whole.

Paper 2 - Modern Texts and Poetry
2 hour 15 minutes, 96 marks, 60% of GCSE

Section A: Modern texts - An Inspector Calls by JB Priestley
Students will answer one essay question from a choice of two ontheirstudied modern prose or
drama text.

Section B: Poetry - Love and Relationships

Students will answer one comparative question on one named poem printed on the paper and one
otherpoem fromtheirchosenanthology cluster.

Section C: Unseen poetry

Students will answer one question on one unseen poemand one question comparing this poem with
a second unseen poem.



WHAT MAKES OUR THREE YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

By sitting the English Literature GCSE examinationsin Year 10, thisallows us to explore a far greater
breadth of texts, writers and viewpointsin our English Language studies in Year 11. For Paper1, we
look at a range of novel openings and extracts, rediscovering different genres and writers. For Paper
2, we look at a range of non-fiction text-types (such as speeches, autobiographical extracts, letters
and articles) that tackle a plethora of topics, social issues and interests. The freedom to explore
English Language at its finest opens up opportunities for discussion, debate and finding our new
favourite read. This choice in what we study means we encourage you to find texts to analyse and
teacherstoteach some of theirfavourite texts —everything frominspirational speechesto Taylor Swift
lyrics! At BSfG, when studying English at KS4, “the world if your oyster.”

WHAT CAN | DO NEXT WITH GCSES IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE?

GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature offer clear progression to A Level study, as
students develop the skills of enquiry and investigation that are applicable not only in English, but
across a range of subjects at thatlevel.

In addition, English at GCSE is vital for any job/career oracademiccourse you wish to pursue. It gives
students the confidence to articulate themselves in an appropriate manner, as well as transferable
skills to ensure that they can access other courses, start a new job or continue to study English
Language and Literature, Media, Communication, Drama, Theatre Studies or Performing Arts at a
higherlevel.

Furthermore, universities require degree students to have achieved their GCSE in English to be
considered forany higherlearning course.



GCSE MATHEMATICS

Examination Board: Eduqas
ABOUT GCSE MATHEMATICS

The Mathematics course follows the Grade 9-1 specification, which enables students to:

Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts
Acquire, selectand apply mathematical techniques to solve problems

Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions

Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms

HwnN e

appropriate tothe information and context.

WILL | ENJOY THE COURSE?

We will strive to provide astimulating environment and a range of teachingand learning styles which
will make the work enjoyable and challenging for all the students. Students will experience teaching
whichinvolves group work, individual study, problem solving activities and oral and mental work.

HOW DOES IT FOLLOW ON FROM WHAT I HAVE LEARNT BEFORE?

The course will continue torevisitand build on the fourattainment targets in Mathematics studied at
Key Stage 3. The course emphasises sound understanding of concepts, fluency in procedural skill,
competency to apply mathematical skillsin a range of concepts and confidence in mathematical
problemsolving.

COURSEWORK/EXAM REQUIREMENTS

There will be no coursework for Mathematics and assessment will be through external examinations
in the form of written papers. The Mathematics course will be a linear course with a Non cal culator
and a Calculator paper.

TIERED ENTRY

Foundation (Grades 1-5)
Higher (Grades 3-9)

COURSE CONTENT

The students will be studying the fiveattainment targets:

e  Number

e Algebra

e Ratio, Proportion and Rates of change
e Geometryand Measures

e Statistics and Probability



The marks will be allocated as follows:

e Use and apply standard techniques 40%
e Reason, interpretand communicate mathematically 30%
e Solve problems within mathematics and in other contexts 30%

The syllabus will enable the students to learn a wide variety of mathematical skills, to develop an
understanding of mathematicalreasoningandto relate different areas of mathematics to each other.

WHAT MAKES OUR THREE YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

We follow a 5-year Curriculum, whereby each year we build on the Foundational Maths skills taught
in KS3, right the way through to GCSE. Our three year KS4 allows us to build deeper understanding of
concepts, making cross-curricularlinks to various subjects, such as Science and Technology, as wellas
provide opportunities forstudents to make links with Real Life examples.

WHAT COULD | DO NEXT WITH GCSE MATHEMATICS?

Students will, if they reach the required standard in the GCSE examination, be able to study foran A
Level in Mathematicsin Year 12 and 13.



SCIENCE

Examination Board: Edexcel
ABOUT SCIENCE

All students will be expectedto achieve atleasttwo GCSE gradesin science by the end of Year 11 with
some students beingentered forthree qualifications.

GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE (DOUBLE AWARD): EDEXCEL

The majority of students will take this course. The assessments at the end of the course are available
at Foundation and HigherTier.

GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCES: BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS (EDEXCEL)

The decision to entera pupil forcombined science (two GCSEs) or separate science (three GCSEs) will
be based upon theirenthusiasmforthe subject, targetlevel and attainment in examinationsand other
key assessmentsduring Year9.

ABOUT GCSE SCIENCE

The GCSE science contentisrelevanttostudentsintheireveryday life. It aims to:

e Developstudents’ understanding of the science around them that affectsthemin their
everyday life

e Developstudents’ questioning, analytical and evaluative approach to scientific problems and
issues

e Developstudents’ practical skillsin scienceand an understanding of investigative

approaches
The GCSE Science isexamined as follows:

e Combinedscience - There will be 6 written papers —2 x Biology, 2 x Chemistry and 2 x
Physics papers (1hr 10 mins each)

e Separatesciences—There will be 6 written papers —2 x Biology, 2x Chemistry and 2 x
Physics papers. These exams have the same contentas Combined Science papers, with extra
questions on the separate science topics (1hr 45 mins each)

Core GCSE Practical

e Studentsare requiredtocomplete anumber of core practicals duringthe course which are
compulsory and outlined in the specification. These willbe examined in the final papers
(15%)

e Exam paperswill assess students’ knowledge, understanding and application of practical
skills.



MATHS CONTENT

Thereisanincrease in the maths contentin the examination (10% in biology papers, 20% in chemistry
paperand 30% in physics papers).

HOW DOES GCSE SCIENCE FOLLOW ON FROM WHAT | HAVE DONE BEFORE?

The GCSE course buildsonwork done in science at Key Stage 3 and broadens students’ experience of
up to date applications of science. It also allows the students to undertake more detailed practical
work

WHAT MAKES OUR THREE YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

The three year programme provides a smooth transition from Key stage three building on the core
conceptsin Physics, Chemistry and Biology. Inyear9 students are able to revisit core conceptsin the
sciences covered previously at Key stage 3 through carefully sequenced topics, before being exposed
to new concepts. The course provides more opportunities for practical work, and student’s practical
experience will extend beyond the required core practicals. The teaching plan is designed to ensure
students gainan appreciation forthe connections between topics, the dynamicnature of science and
how the sciences contribute tothe world as we know it. The three year course also allows more time
for students to develop independent learning skills, reflect on their work and act on feedback from
theirteachers.

WHAT COULD | DO NEXT WITH GCSE SCIENCE?

Itis a requirementthatall students study science at Key Stage 4. The combined science GCSE course
providesthe knowledge and skills needed for citizenship, forscience -based careersincluding those in
the healthcare and engineering fields as well as for many non-science-based careers which require
analytical and problem-solving skills. Both the Combined Sciencesand Biology, Physics and Chemistry
will enhance the possibility of further study in each or all of the science disciplines at A Level and
beyond.



GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Examination Board: AQA

ABOUT RELIGIOUS STUDIES

The aim of the religious studies department at Brentford School for Girls isto develop the Brentford
Girl as a well-balanced and tolerant member of society who is aware of our rich and diverse
community. Ouraim for each studentis to reach her learning potential and attain a final grade at or
beyond theirtargetlevel. Our mottoisthat ‘no barriers’, whether academicor pastoral should impede
academicsuccess. The department will striveto give the best learning experience to all students that
inspires awe, wonder and a thirst for knowledge and understanding. Our department aims to
contribute to the spiritual and moral development of our students and the school community. We
encourage ourstudentsto be critical thinkers in the exploration of religion, faith and the ethical issues
they will encounterin life. We willensurethat this can take place in asafe and nurturing environment
where every studentis confident to share and discuss theirown beliefs and values with others.

SPECIFICATION

Years 9to 11 study the AQA GCSE Religious Studies Specification A. Students study this course
exploring contemporary moral and ethical issues from Christian and Islamic perspectives. Non -
religious wider perspectives are also encouraged.

THE SPECIFICATION AIMS TO ENABLE STUDENTS TO:

e Adoptan enquiring, critical and reflective approach tothe study of religion

e Explorereligionsand beliefs, reflect on fundamental questions, and engage with them
intellectually and respond personally

e Enhance theirspiritual and moral development, and contribute to their health and wellbeing

e Enhance theirpersonal, social and cultural development, their understanding of different
cultureslocally, nationallyandinthe widerworld, and contribute to social and community
cohesion

e Developtheirinterestin, and enthusiasm for, the study of religion, and relate itto the wider
world

o Reflectonanddeveloptheirown values, opinions and attitudesin light of theirlearning.

TOPICS STUDIED INCLUDE:

e Christianity- Beliefs, teachings and practices
e Islam-Beliefs, teachings and practices

e Relationshipsandfamilies

e Religion, peace and conflict

e Religion, crime and punishment

e Religion, humanrightsandsocial justice

ASSESSMENT:



Students will be formally assessed through two exams atthe end of Year 11. The entire course s
worth one GCSE.

WHAT MAKES OUR THREE YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

We have a three year curriculum in RE which means we have the opportunity to deep dive into the
religious values and belief systems that people hold in both Islam and Christianity. Throughout the
course, we explore, discuss and critically analyse the real life application of religious teachings by
researching and learning about real cases, real ethical dilemmas and philosophical studies. We then
apply religious teachings and look at how people of different viewpoints would respond. Students
have the opportunity tolearn about the history of religion and where monotheistic beliefshave come
from, developing their wider knowledge of faith and giving them the opportunity to evaluate the
purpose of religioninamodernworld.Italso has allowed the opportunityto create avarietyof lessons
which allow students to explore the Bible and how contemporary British society has developed from
these teachings.

The three year course allows us as adepartment the opportunity to explore religious and non-religious
views and we have builtinlots of opportunitiesfor students to share our own valuesand develop skills
of discussion.

WHAT COULD | DO NEXT WITH GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES?

Religious Studies provides pupils with adiverserange of valuable and transferable skills. Being able to
construct a well-sustained and fluent written argument, the ability to evaluate critically, showing
sensitivity to different viewpoints and lifestyles, and justifying an opinion articulately are skills valued
inmany careers and othersubjects.



PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH, CITIZENSHIP AND
ECONOMIC EDUCATION (PSHCEE)

ABOUT PSHCEE

PSHCEE is a compulsory part of the curriculum at Key Stage 4. It promotesstudents’ personal, sodial
and emotional developmentas well as their health and wellbeing.

Studentsalsolearn aboutthe world of work, personalfinanceand how to budget. PSHCEE provides a
framework for our legal responsibility to advise and guide on relationships, sex education, drugs
education as well as offeringinformation on careers education and work-related learning.

PSHCEE is taught as a separate lesson, once aweek, to all students.

The resources and teaching methodsemployed aim to supportlearningexperiences which will inspire
and challenge all learners to fulfil their potential irrespective of social background, culture, race or
ability. Ouraimisto produce tolerant, articulate and aspirational young women who can take their
placeinsociety with confidence.

TOPICS COVERED IN KEY STAGE 4

Budgetingforindependentliving

Money management

Consentand coercion

Preparation forwork experience

Sex education andrelationships

Harmful substances

Stereotypes and prejudice

e Human Rights

¢ Mental health, emotionalwellbeing and mindfulness
Globalissues

e Crime




CORE PHYSICAL EDUCATION

ABOUT CORE PHYSICALEDUCATION

Physical Educationis one of the Core subjectstaken by all Year 9, 10 and 11 studentsandis therefore
a compulsory part of their education. Brentford PE kit will be worn and therefore students will still
need their pink Brentford PE t-shirt, black tracksuit bottom or shorts and their Brentford jumper.

*Please note that there is no GCSE awarded for Core PE. Students who wish to gain a GCSE in Physical
Education should look to choose the AQA GCSE PE in the option blocks.

YEARS 9 and 10

DuringYear9 and 10 students will be offereda wide range of competitive games and individual sports,
this will enable the pupilsto:

Develop skills and fitness specificto particularsports

Share in the planning and administration of sport experiences
Provide responsible leadership

Work effectively within agroup towards common goals

Use prior knowledge of sports to modify sports and create new games
Develop the capacity to make reasoned decisions about sportissues

Develop and apply knowledge about umpiring, refereeing, and training

The programme may include the following activities:

e Basketball J Netball

e Badminton . Athletics

e Ultimate Frisbee . Tennis

o« Volleyball o Tag Rugby

e Rounders . Hockey

e Football e Trampolining
YEAR 11

StudentsinYear 11 will continueto haveone lesson aweek andwill participate ina variety of activities,
which will take place in school and occasionally offsite. As Year 11 can be quite a stressful timeforour
girls, the cohort choose the sports they would like to do, at the beginning of each half term. As a
department, we would like the girls to use their PE lessons and activities as a means to promote
students wellbeing by gettingthem to unwind and forget about the stresses and strains of Year 11.



INDEX OF OPTIONAL CHOICES

GCSEs

Art and Design (Fine Art)

Business Studies

Drama

Film Studies

Geography

History

Modern Foreign Languages — French
Modern Foreign Languages — Spanish
PE

Photography

Sociology

Textiles

BTEC / VOCATIONAL

e BTEC First Certificate in Health & Social Care
¢ Level 2 Vocational Awardin Performing Arts (Music)
e BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology




GCSE ART & DESIGN (FINE ART)

Examination Board: AQA

ABOUT GCSE FINE ART

Students will follow a combined course of study which will introduce them to arange of art, craft and
design from pastand modern eras.

WILL STUDENTS ENJOY THIS COURSE?

Students will enjoy this course if they want to study a subject that:

e Allowsthemtodeveloptheirownideas as part of the makingand investigating process
¢ Allowsthemtofocuson practical artwork

HOW DOES IT FOLLOW ON FROM WHAT STUDENTS HAVE LEARNT BEFORE?

The course enables students to develop in greater depth the basic skills they have covered in Key
Stage 3. Afteran introduction tothe techniques usedin each discipline along with relevant historical
study, they will be able to explore theirown ideas using the knowledge and skills they have gained.

COURSEWORK/EXAM REQUIREMENTS

Assessment consists of the following elements:

¢ Aselection of the students’ coursework and sketchbooks

e The preparatory studies and sketchbook fortheirexam piece

e Theirexam piece or pieces produced within a 10-hour time limit spread overtwo days.

e The coursework, including sketchbooks and larger artworks outside of the sketchbook for 60% of
the final grade

e Externally Set Assignment (Exam) sketchbook with research and preparatory work and final piece
count for40%

Coursework is 60% of the final grade. Exam is 40% of the overall grade.

A range of topics will be covered such as a Still Life,
Pop Art and Portraiture

The title is selected from a list of options sent by the
exam board

Students will exploreartmaking techniques and
develop skillsina variety of media. Students will
begin with a titlethat is mentioned above andlookat
the work of artists, record their observations, develop
their ideas, review and refine work and produce a
number of outcomes.

Students will producea sketchbook with researchand

experimentation as development and preparationin

the lead up to the exam. They will takes these books
andinto their exam so that they have notes and
visual references to help make a Final Piece.The

exam takes placeuse over two full school days, which

allows students to have 10 hours of supervised time

for their practical exam.




WHAT MAKES OUR THREE YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

Students enjoy more time on their timetable to be creative and learn to develop sketchbooks in a
professional way. We start from going back to basics. What are the formal elements? How do
successful artists use them? How can we learn from this? And through analysis and experimentation,
students startto be able to appreciate art, its contextand influences, its purpose and what kind of art
making they enjoy. Having Year 9 as part of the GCSE course ensures that when students move into
theirsketchbooks that will count as GCSE Course Work (Year 10 and Year 11), they are confident they
know how to complete theirworkinthe most professional and articulate way. Three years allow Art
groups to bond, build good habits, fuel a love of art making and enjoy experimentation based on
important references, and develop resultsin personal, unique and expressive portfolios.

WHAT COULD STUDENTS DO NEXT WITH ART & DESIGN?

Students could pursue Fine Art, Art & Design, Textiles or Photography at a higherlevel following the
GCSE course. The two general routes are A-level or an Art Foundation course or sometimes both A-
levels and then an Art Foundation. They can progress on to a degree in Art, any art-based course or
use their A-level points to go towards anotherdegree of their choice.

Alternatively, they may take art to compliment any of their other subject choices; art enhances
presentationinall areas, helps students to think creatively and critically, and it allows others to discuss
ideas as part of the developmental process. The creative processes and skills | earnt from studying this
course will aid students throughout life. Research skills and the ability to manipulate images in both
manually and digitally are also integral to this course. The nature of the course teaches students to
creatively problem solve, persevere through along and staged project and be able reflect on processes
and choices. In terms of careers, Art is integral to most aspects of modern life. The list of careers
available to someone in this field is extensive and varies from advertising, animation, architecture,
interior design, product design, gaming, marketing, fashion, set design, film and television,
photography, orstudents could traditionally become afull-time artist!



BUSINESS STUDIES

Examination Board: Eduqas
ABOUT GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES

GCSE Business Studies introduces learners to the business world, empowering them to develop as
commercially minded and enterprising individuals. Learners will have the opportunity to developa
wide range of skills, enabling them to use business information critically, to develop arguments, to
make justified decisions and to prepare them for furtherstudy and career pathways.

WILL STUDENTS ENJOY THIS COURSE?

Students need to be good at communicating and explaining theirideas and not afraid of le arning new
things and working with numbers to solve business problems. Students will learn how to be creative
thinkers and how to make decisions. What’s more they will also learn about the world of business
through research and investigation, as well as through real life case studies.

WHATWILL | LEARN?

e Know and understand business concepts, business terminology, business objectives, the
combined nature of business activity and the impact of business onindividuals and wider society.

e Applyknowledgeand understandingto current businessissues and to different types and sizes of
businessesinlocal, national and global contexts.

e Develop as enterprising individuals with the ability to think from a business point of view and
creatively to demonstrate business knowledge and draw on evidence to make informed business
decisions and solve business problems.

e Develop as effective and independent learners, and as critical and reflective thinkers with
enquiring minds.

e Use an enquiring and critical approach to make informed judgements.

e Investigate and analyse real business opportunities and issues to build well-argued, well-
evidenced, balanced and structured arguments, demonstrating their depth and breadth of
understanding business.

e Developandapply quantitative skills relevant to business, including using and interpreting data

COURSE CONTENT

Topicareas include:
e BusinessActivity
e Marketing
e BusinessOperations
e Human Resources
e Influenceson Business
e Finance



ASSESSMENT

There are two written examinations atthe end of Year 11

e Component 1: Business Dynamics (2hours)
A mix of short answer questions and structured questions based on stimulus material covering all of
the specification content. This paper contains a variety of questions ranging from multiple choice
answersto questionsin which students analyse.

e Component2: Business Considerations (1.5 hours)
Data response questions covering all the specification content. Students review two separate case
studiesinthe examand answer questions with direct reference to the scenarios outlined.

WHAT MAKES OUR THREE YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

Covering Business Studies over three years allows greater depth and knowledge to be given and explored
beyond the GCSE syllabus. Topics that link specifically to the context of the school are highlighted and the
three years allows students to extendtheirexperiencein the subject that allows themto develop personally.

Forexample, the lawis coveredin class to explorein greater detail the concepts of equality and, in particular,
equal pay. When exploring advertising, we are able to consider the ethical arguments around advertising
towards children. Inrecruitmentand selection, students are prepared and developedto give them a greater
chance to achieve theirgoalsratherthan just looking at how the business recruits staff.

Finally, the three-year GCSE allows studentsan experience of running theirown businessforamonthin Year
10.

WHAT COULD | DO NEXT WITH GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES?

No matterwhich routes a student follows, the varied nature of the course and the analytical and evaluative
skills gained will equip you well for Sixth form. It will prepare you for all level 3 courses in many different
subjectsincluding A levels and BTEC courses. Students will become skilled in making decisions, being creative,
solving problems, understanding finance, dealing with data, communicating, and working within ateam.



DRAMA

Examination Board: Edexcel
ABOUT GCSE DRAMA

This course is about building on the skills students have gained at Key Stage 3. The course will focus on
developing and exploring ideas using appropriate drama forms and techniques, responding to ideas and
issues and presenting theirideas to others. Students willdevelop presenting skills, team skills and confidence.

WILL STUDENTS ENJOY THIS COURSE?

Students will enjoy this course if they want to study a subject that:

o Reflectstheirgenuine interestin theatre, dramaand performance
o Enablesthemtowork closely with other students
o Allows versatility, energy and sense of pride in theirwork

HOW DOES IT FOLLOW ON FROM WHAT STUDENTS HAVE LEARNED BEFORE?

Students will further develop their skills they acquired at Key Stage 3: responding, developing, presenting
and evaluating. Students participate in a wide range of practical and written tasks. Students will be
introduced to new explorative strategies, explore the drama medium, develop understanding of the
elements of drama and explore new drama texts. Students will also get to experience several live theatre
performances - afterall, the more they see, the more they will understand!

WHAT ARE THE COURSEWORK/EXAM REQUIREMENTS?

There is one piece of written coursework. During Year 11 there are two practical examinationsand one
written examination.

THE COURSE IS DIVIDED INTO 3 UNITS
COMPONENT 1: DEVISING (40%)
e Create anddevelop a devised piece from stimulus ina group.

e Performance of this devised piece or design realisation for this performance.
e Written analysis and evaluation of the devising process and performance. Performer or designer
routes available.
¢ An internal examiner awards the marks for this component.
COMPONENT 2: PERFORMANCE FROM A TEXT (20%)
e Students will either perform inand/ or design for two key extracts from a performance text.
¢ We get to choose which text. Performer or designer routes available.

¢ An external examiner awards the marks for this component.
COMPONENT 3: THEATRE MAKERS IN PRACTICE (40%)

e Practicalexploration and study of one complete performance text. Choice of eight performance texts.

* Livetheatre evaluation—we get to choose which production!




WHAT MAKES OUR THREE YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

Having a three year KS4 means an opportunity to explore more genres of theatre, scripts and non-exam
related skills such as special effects make up. With the additional year we aim to develop confidence in
performance and develop a passion fora variety of theatre alongside cementing constructive and am bitious
ethos withinthe class.

WHAT COULD STUDENTS DO NEXT WITH GCSE DRAMA?

Students could pursue drama/performing arts at post 16 level. Drama is recognised and valued for its
contribution to the development of skills necessary for a wide range of future employment, mainly
interpersonalskills, group working skills and communication.




FILM STUDIES

Examination Board: Edugas
ABOUT GCSE FILM STUDIES

Arguably the dominantart form of the 20th Century wasfilm. In the 21st Century itstill defines our culture,
influences and informsourlivesand reflectsour society. Film studies GCSE is an opportunity to engage with
the watching of film in a way which you may not have done before. Film studies GCSE is an academic and
practical choice.

Infilm studies GCSE we watch extracts as well as whole films and explore how they were made. We focus on
aesthetics of film form, narratives, contextand representation. We look at the technical skills required, the
stories which they tell, the genres and styles of each era of filmmaking. Film studies GCSE also involves
exploring the history of film from the earliest days of movingimage through to the most current technical
advances.

However, film studies GCSE is not all about watching, discussing and writing. It is also about developing
practical skills in tandem with this. You will learn how to construct a film using the tools which every film
maker must learn to master: camera, sound, mise-en-scene and editing. You will learn how to write
screenplays, visualise them and experiment with lighting and cinematography. You will plan your own
productions, work as mini film studios and complete your own genre film extracts as part of the GCSE
assessment.

WILL | ENJOY THIS COURSE?

You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that:

¢ Allowsyoutowatch, discuss and write analytically about films that will improve your English

¢ Givesyouthe chance to write creatively and make films using DSLR cameras, tripods and evenadolly

¢ Developsskillsin planning, organisation, collaboration and resilience

¢ |s a combination of academicand creative disciplines

¢ Givesyounew knowledgeand understanding aboutthe world through popularentertainment

¢ Give you the chance to work extensively on some of the best PCs in the school which are all loaded with
software to edit moviesand write screenplays

HOW DOES IT FOLLOW ON FROM WHAT I HAVE LEARNED BEFORE?

Film Studies is an excellent companion subject to English and English literature GCSE and will support and
develop youranalytical skills. [t will make you more observant, a more focused listenerand more confident
speaker. Film Studiesis atruly engaging way to enhance your literacy through exposure to the entertainment
art form of our era. You will also develop a wider historical, social, political and cultural understanding
through studying films from across the globe, some in different languages, too. However creative you feel
you are, Film Studies give you the chance to explore the stories which interest you, turning them into
screenplay extracts and even filming them.



WHAT SUBJECTS WOULD FILM STUDIES COMBINE WELL WITH?

Film studies combines well with all other options choices but is particularly good with history, languages,
photography and drama as the subjects complement each other and there are crossovers both in content
and skills between them.

COURSEWORK/EXAM REQUIREMENTS

The EDUQAS Film Studies GCSE Course is broken down into three parts:

Component 1: US FILMS (35%)
The close study and comparison of two Hollywood films (1930-1960 and 1961-1990) + 1 close study of US
independent movie (1991-present day). As well as knowledge of film history, technology and film criticism.

Component 2: WORLD CINEMA (35%)
The close study of 3 contemporary films from across the world: 1British Film (in English) + 1 Non-Britishfilm
(inEnglish) +1 Non-British film (inanotherlanguage)

Component 3: NEA (Non-examined Assessment) (30%)
Either the development and writing of a genre film screenplay extract and shooting script OR the
development, writing and production of agenre film extract.

WHAT MAKES OUR THREE YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

The first year of our three-year GCSE course in Film Studies is all about building your confidence with the
language of film and developing your knowledge and understanding of how and why a film tells a story,
represents people and places, creates drama or fear or laughter or emotion, and ultimately moves an
audience. We do this through watchingand discussing extracts as well as complete films and experimenting
with creative writing and filmmakingin groups.

Inthe firstyear we don’tstudy the films that you will be examinedon, these startin Year 10 and run through
till the end of Year 11. Instead, we build your confidence in how to study them and why studying them is
rewarding.

WHAT COULD STUDENTS DO NEXT WITH GCSE FILM STUDIES?

As a well-recognised and highly respected GCSE qualification, Film Studies is an excellent choice for those
with critical and creative skills as one of the minimum five GCSE requirements necessary for further
education. It goes without saying that the qualification is especially relevant to us now in our visual media
dominated world. Filmstudies at GCSE is an excellent starting point for those interested in a career in the
film and television, social media and marketing, games design, advertising, and promotion. However, Film
Studies GCSE is also excellent preparation for those interested in studying psychology, sociology, business,
law, and politics. Itis of course wonderful preparation for A levelfilm studies which we run here at Brentford.



GEOGRAPHY

Examination Board: Edexcel — Syllabus A

ABOUT GEOGRAPHY

Geographyis such an important subject to make sense of the world around you and allows youto beginto
tackle a range of global challenges —both social and environmental. It is relevant, interesting and although
challenging attimes, feels meaningful. The GCSE course at BSfG aims to provide the foundations to become
a true geographercoveringarange of topics such as migration, uneven globaldevelopment, climate change,
geopolitics, and urban development. The course will give you the chance to get to grips with some of the big
guestions, which affect our world, and understand the social, economic, and physical forces and processes
which shape and change ourworld.

WILL STUDENTS ENJOY THIS COURSE?

Students will definitely enjoy this course! You are introduced to a range of locations and given the
opportunity to understand their context and geographical significance. Being able to appreciate the
increasingly interconnected world that we are now a part of, helpsyouto develop aglobal perspective and
begin to tackle some of the issues that face our society. This course also allows you to develop a range of
skills from both the sciences and humanities. You are taught how to analyse, process and present data.
Alongside this, you are also given the opportunity to develop sophisticated communication skills to explain
different perspectives whenit comes to addressing an issue or problem. Fieldwork, or worki ng outside the
classroom, is an important part of geography --- you are given the opportunity to experience the abstract
conceptsyou have learntinclassinthe real world ---this will help you to appreciate the scale, messinessand
complexity of ourworld.

HOW DOES IT FOLLOW ON FROM WHAT STUDENTS HAVE LEARNED BEFORE?

You have already developedarange of skills and knowledge from your study of Geography at Key Stage 3, so
you are ready for GCSE geography! We have explored many of the foundational concepts, which means we
can really delve into these in more depth during the course. This means you will have a more lasting,
meaningful connection with the content we coveras we have the time and space to this as part of the SOWs
we have developed. The GCSE Geography curriculum also introduces you to new skills, new places and new
ideas.

WHAT ARE THE COURSEWORK/EXAMINATION/FIELDWORK REQUIREMENTS?

The course follows alinearstructure so studentswilltake three exams in the summerterm of Year 11. There
are three exams:

Component1 - The Physical Environment —37.5% of GCSE —1 hour 30 minutes
Component 2 — The Human Environment—37.5% of GCSE — 1 hour 30 minutes
Component 3 — Geographical Investigations —25% of GCSE — 1 hour 30 minutes

There are two compulsoryfieldtrips —one in the summerofY9and one in the summer of Year 10. As fieldwork
isa requirement of the course, itis fundamental forcomponent 3.



COURSE CONTENT

COMPONENT 1 COMPONENT 2 COMPONENT 3
THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT GEOGRAPHICAL INVESTIGATIONS: FIELDWORK
& UK CHALLENGES
This component focuses on physical This component focuses on human This component brings together
geography: geography: practical geographicalenquiryinto
physicaland human processes and
e Topic 1: The changinglandscapes of | ¢ Topic 4: Changingcities —this covers environments and the interactions
the UK —an overview of the anoverview of global urban between the two. The component is
distribution and characteristics of processes and trends and detailed divided
the UK’s changinglandscapesand casestudies of amajor UK cityanda into two sections:
detailed studies of Coastal major cityina developingor
landscapes and processes and River emerging country. ¢ Topic 7: Geographical investigations
landscapes and processes. — fieldwork --- both human (urban)
¢ Topic 5: Global development — this and physical (rivers).
e Topic 2: Weather hazards and covers an overview of the causes and
climatechange — anoverview of consequences of uneven global ¢ Topic 8: Geographical investigations
the global circulation of development and detailed case - UK challenges. Students are
atmosphere and climatechange studies of challenges thataffect a required to draw across their
over time and two detailed studies developing or emerging country. knowledge and understanding of the
of tropical cyclones and drought. UK, from the physical and human
¢ Topic 6: Resource management — geography drawn from Components
e Topic 3: Ecosystems, biodiversity, this covers an overview of the global 1and2,inorder to investigatea
and management —an overview of and UK distribution of food, energy, contemporary challenge for the UK.
the distribution and characteristics and water and one detailed study of
of global and UK ecosystems and water resource management at
two detailed studies of deciduous different scales.
woodlands and tropical rainforests.

WHAT MAKES OUR THREE YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

As geography is such a broad subject, with a three-year curriculum we can go into more depth during our
studies. Thisreally supports students’ understanding of difficult geographical concepts. We can give a series
of real-life examples to help more abstract concepts become more concrete, which we would struggle to do
if KS4 was only two years.

We are also able to give students more opportunities to engage in extended writing. This not only helps
students prepare for theirfinal examsin geography but develops theirliteracy skills which are essential for
further study beyond GCSEs. This means our students can communicate theirideas in a more systematic,
balanced way helpingto promote the skills necessary to see the world through ageographers’ eyes.

We are also able to expose students to more opportunities to link the specification to the real world. We
have developed the curriculum to allow students to engage with arange of resources, so students can apply
their knowledge to unfamiliar situations. By exposing students to scenarios where they must transfer their
knowledge helpsto ensure the students have really understood the content. Atwo-year KS4would prevent
us from having the time to develop these problem-solving skills which are essential for any global citizen.




Finally, we also have more time to facilitate debate and discussion. This allows students to critically engage
with the content they are taught—whichis an essential skill to develop so they can navigate the media, data,
and articlesthey are exposed to as part of an increasingly globalised, connected world.

WHAT COULD STUDENTS DO NEXT WITH GCSE GEOGRAPHY?

GCSE geographyisastepping-stone toawhole range of future opportunities. The skills studentsdevel op will
supportthem in furtherstudies and employment. A good grade at GCSE will helpthem move onto any AS,
A Level or vocational course. Biology, geology, environmental science, government & politics, economics,
travel and tourism all have close links with some of the material they would have studied for their GCSE.
Geography graduates are incredibly employable, with the skills, knowledge and understanding gained are
often held in high regard by employers. Geography graduates also have a good range of careers options
across sectors, are paid above average salaries and enjoyrapid progression to more seniorroles. Employment
opportunities where their geographical skills will be particularly valued include journalism and the media,
law, engineering, accountancy, finance, business management, ICT, planning, teaching, marketing and the
leisure and tourism sectors. As Geography s a facilitating subject, there is no future career option that will
not be enhanced by taking Geography!



HISTORY

Examination Board: AQA
ABOUT GCSE HISTORY

Studying GCSE history will enable you to learn about past events and the people who made them happen.
History will allowyou to understandthe world welivein todayand thinkabout howit will continue to develop
inthe future.

Apart from studyinga wide range of exciting historicevents, you will gain a range of valuable skills that will
helpyou with A levels, university and future work. These include:

¢ Excellentcommunication and academicwritingskills.
e How to constructan argument.

e Research.

¢ Investigation and problem-solving skills.

¢ Analytical and interpretation skills.

e QOrganisation.

e Communication.

WILL STUDENTS ENJOY THIS COURSE?

Students will enjoy this course if they want to study a subject that:

Will help them understand more about the pastand the present.

Will provide them with arange of useful skills.

Willinvolve discussion, thinkingand questioning as well as listening, reading and writing.
Will allow them to better understand key eventsin the world today.

HOW DOES IT FOLLOW ON FROM WHAT STUDENTS HAVE LEARNED BEFORE?

GCSE history will furthertheir knowledge and understanding gained in KS3 and further develop the skills
students have been using. Therefore, you will have some context but we will still re -teach the basics.

COURSEWORK/EXAM REQUIREMENTS

There are two examination papers that are each worth 50% and last for two hours. The exams consist of a
number of shorter answer questions and longer, essay type questions that test your ability to explain the
main events, changes and issues you have studied. Questions also expect students to analyse and evaluate

historical sources and interpretations. Both papers are taken at the end of year 11.



Unitl

Unit2

Unit3

Unit4

Britain, Health of the
People 1000AD to the
Present

Elizabethan England

Russia 1894-1945

Conflict & tension
Between East and
West 1945-1972

This topic enables
studentstogainan
understanding of how
medicine and public
health developedin
Britainovertime. It
considers the causes,
scale, nature and
consequences of the
developments as well
as theirimpacton
society. Students will
alsobegintosee how
someideasandevents
inthe widerworld
affected the
development of
medicine in Britain

The option allows
studentsto complete
a studyin depth of the

last 35 years of

Elizabeth I’sreign.

The study will focus
on majorevents of
Elizabeth’sreignand
coversthe economic,
religious and cultural
events of the time as
well as contemporary
and historical
controversies.

This optionfocuseson
the development of
Russiaduringthe
period 1894-1945, a
period of transition
from autocracy to
communism. The
topicfocusesonthe
fall of the Tsars ad the
rise and consolidation
of communism.
Students will study the
political, economic,
social and cultural
aspects of these two
developmentsandthe
roleideas playedin
influencing change

Thisis a widerworld
depth study which
enablesstudentsto
understand the
relationship between
countries which made
up the twosidesin
the Cold War, their
interestand
ideologies. Itfocuses
on the causesand
events of the Cold
War and helps
students understand
how and why conflict
occurred as well as
why it provedso
difficulttoresolve

WHAT MAKES OUR THREE YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

It provides time in lessons to develop important communication skills students will need throughout their
life. For example, the extra time allows us to have in depth debates linked to the content the students are
learning: is the NHS still fit for purpose? Should America have dropped the atomic bomb on Japan? It also
allows us the opportunity to delve into areas, which are not on the specification, with year 10 we study
Elizabethan England and we are able to spend time learning about the Black Tudors who lived in England.
When we study the cold war, which shaped the modernworld we live in today, it allows us time to discuss
and make connections to presentday. The extra time also gives us the opportunity to take our students on
trips to really help bring the past to life. We have previously taken students to the Old Operating Theatre,
the Globe theatre, the maritime museum and the Golden Hinde.

WHAT COULD STUDENTS DO NEXT WITH GCSE HISTORY?

Success in GCSE history opens up a range of opportunities for further study. Students can go on to study
history at A Level ormany or the other A Level courses offered in the Sixth Form. History has close linkswith
subjects like English, sociologyand government & politics and provides a useful contrast to any science or art
courses. Itisa highly regarded GCSE subject which equips studentswith the knowledge and skills needed to
entera range of careersincludingthe social sciences, media, law, journalism, management and advertising.



MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES — FRENCH / SPANISH

Examination Board: Edexcel

WHY SHOULD | STUDY THIS COURSE?

If you enjoy communicating with other people, finding out how language works and learning about
different countriesand cultures, studying GCSE French/Germanis an excellent choice foryou. There are
many reasons why you should choose to carry on studying alanguage at GCSE:

¢ You will learn more about the countries and the culture where French/Spanishis spoken

¢ Youwill widen yourvocabulary and knowledge of grammar which will enable you to share yourinterests,
ideas and opinions with other people who speak French/Spanish

¢ You will add an international dimension to your choice of GCSE subjects, which is something many
future employers and highereducation providers look for

¢ You will learn many skills, which are useful in a wide range of future careers, such as the abilityto
communicate clearly, be confident about speakingin publicand how to use problem-solving
strategies

¢ You will create greater opportunities for yourself to work abroad, or for companies in the UK
withinternationallinks. Many employers look for people who can speaka foreign language.

WHAT ARE THE EXAMINATIONS REQUIREMENTS?

Listening—25% of the total qualification

In the listening exam, you will answer questions on recorded material from different topics, in a range of
publicand social settings, for example, telephone messages and conversations betweenfriends. You will also
have a short dictation task.

Speaking— 25% of the total qualification
In the speaking exam, you will be assessed on your spoken French/Spanish for different purposes and in
different settings. There are three tasks which you will undertake:

e Task 1-—areadaloudtask followed by acouple of simple questions in French/Spanish

e Task 2 —a role play based on one topicthat is allocated by Edexcel

e Task 3 —a picture card on anothertopicallocated by Edexcel followed by ashort, broader conversation
on the same topic. You will be able to choose the theme of your picture card.

Reading — 25% of the total qualification
In the reading exam, you will answer questions about short texts on different topics, for example, text
messages, advertisements, emails and literary texts.

Writing — 25% of the total qualification

In the writing exam, you will be asked to communicate through writing in French/Spanish for different
purposes and audiences. You will need to produce extended responses of varying lengths and types to
expressideasand opinionsin French/Spanish.

For all exam papers, you will take either Foundation Tier or Higher Tier.



Allthemes and topics are studied in the context of both your home country and that of countriesand
communities where French/Spanish is spoken.

They are organised into five thematic contexts, which are broken downinto topics and sub-topics.

Thematiccontexts:
- My personal world

- Lifestyle and wellbeing
- My neighbourhood
- Mediaand technology
- Studyingand my future
- Traveland tourism

WHAT MAKES OUR THREE-YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

o Theabilityto coverthe curriculumin more depth and breadth; we do not rush through the topics, we
take time to consolidate knowledge

o The ability to practise skills more frequently and more thoroughly

e Anopportunitytogoon atrip abroadin Yr9 or 10

e Cultural Capital:time dedicated to developing knowledge of French/Spanish culture in lessons such as
taking part in film festivals, games, competitions...

e Enrichmentactivities and trips such as cinema outings and French/Spanish restaurant outings

WHAT COULD | DO NEXT WITH A GCSE IN A MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE?

People with language skills and knowledge are highly thought of in the modern world. They stand out as
talented and successful people with broad and exciting horizons. Taking GCSE French or Spanish means you
will:

¢ Have more funwhen travelling to a French or Spanish speaking country

¢ Be abletostudy A Level French or Spanish

¢ Addan extradimensiontoyour personal skills profile which will impress anyonewho reads your CV
e Beinastrongerpositionto get a job in companies with international links or to work abroad

Language skills can be used in almost any job. It will give you excellent and varied career opportunities and
life-long skills. Interpersonal, communication, speakingin public - all of these skills are developed whenyou
learnalanguage. Linguists tend to be better communicators and flexible thinkers. These are all skills which
employersreally wanttheiremployeesto have.



PHOTOGRAPHY

Examination Board: AQA

ABOUT GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY

Students will follow a course of study, which will introduce them to photography from the modem
era as well as placingitintoa historical context.

WILL STUDENTS ENJOY THIS COURSE?

Students will enjoy this course if they want to study a subject that allows them to develop skills and
confidence whenusingacamera, allowsthemto generate work based on theirown ideaand allows
themto focus on workshop sessions and practical work including using Affinity to manipulate images

HOW DOES IT FOLLOW ON FROM WHAT STUDENTS HAVE LEARNT BEFORE?

The course enables students to build on the basicart skills they have covered in Key Stage 3. Afteran
introduction to the techniques they will be using, they will be able to explore their own ideas using
the knowledge and skills they have gained.

COURSEWORK/EXAM REQUIREMENTS
Assessmentis by a final portfolio of work consisting of the following elements:

e Aselectionof the students’ best coursework displayed with other worksuch as preparatory shoots
and sketchbooks
e Theirexam piece or pieces produced within a 10-hour time limit spread overtwo days

WHAT MAKES OUR THREE YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

Exploring GCSE Photography over three years enables students to be exposed to a wider range of
materials, techniques, and concepts. Over the course of the first two years students can create a
strong portfolio of work to form their Component 1. In their first year of Photography, students will
learnthe basicskills required to achieve asuccessful photograph. They will gain confidence to control
and play with these skillsin a variety of photoshoots. Inthe second year, students will be exposed to
a variety of artists through which they will explore the techniques of digital manipulation and
illustration. Students begin to develop a wider understanding of concepts within art responding to
contemporary and traditional art. In theirfinal year students complete theirComponent 1 and begin
to choose themes of theirownintere st with confidence in their photographicand technical skills.

WHAT COULD STUDENTS DO NEXT WITH GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY?

Students could pursue photography at a higher level following their GCSE course. The two general
routesare A-level oranart foundation course or sometimes both A-levels and then an art foundation
course. They can progress on to a degree in photography or an art-based course or use their A-level



points to go towards another degree of their choice. Alternatively, they may take photography to
compliment any of their other subject choices; the skills learnt within photography help to enhance
presentation in all areas. The course also helps students to think creatively and critically and allows
othersto discussideas as part of the developmental process. The creative processes and skills leamt
from studying this course will aid students throughout life. Affinity and other software will be
beneficial for any students within the digital age. Research skills will also be developed throughout
this course. Photography is integral to most aspects of modern life; the list of careers available to
someone in this field is extensive and varies from: advertising, animation, architecture, gaming,
marketing, fashion, design, film and television, photojournalism or students could traditionally
become a full-time photographer.



PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Examination Board: AQA

ABOUT GCSE PE

GCSE PE is a very scientificcourse, covering topics such as sports psychology to the anatomy and
physiology of the body in relation to movements within certain sports.

To be able to be successful in GCSE PE you need to have a basicknowledge of sportin general, watch
and play sportregularly and be confidentto contribute in all lessons.

Are you able to apply
your skills in both
sport and science and
analyse a sports
performance

) Do you play sport? \\h\

T

GC5E PE could be a good
option choice far you

HOW IS THE COURSE ASSESSED?

Please consider if PE is the
best option for you

Paper 1: The human body and
movementin physical education

Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences

and wellbeing in physical activity

and sport

Non-exam assessment: Practical
performance in physical activity
and sport

What is assessed?

e Applied anatomyand
physiology

¢ Movement analysis

e Physicaltraining

e Useof data

What is assessed?

Sports psychology
Socio-cultural influences
Health, fitness and well-being
Useof data

What is assessed?

¢ Practical performanceinthree
different physical activities e.g.
basketball, netball, athletics

e Analysisand evaluation of
performanceto bringabout
improvementin oneactivity

How is it assessed?

How is it assessed?

How is it assessed?




e 1hr15minwritten exam
e 78 marks
e 30%offinal grade

e 1hr15minwrittenexam
e 78 marks
e 30%offinal grade

e Assessed byteachers

e Moderated by AQA

e 100 marks

e 30%offinal assessmentis
practical assessmentand 10% of
finalgradeis coursework

Questions

e Answer allquestions

e A mixtureof multiple
choice/objective test questions,
shortanswerquestionsand
extended answer questions

Questions

e Answer allquestions

e A mixtureof multiple
choice/objective test questions,
shortanswer questionsand
extended answer questions

Questions

e Foreachoftheirthree
activities, students are
assessed in skills by
progressive drills (10 marks
per activity) and in the full
match/game context (15
marks per activity)

The course consists of 60% theory and 40% practical; 10% of which is written in the form of

coursework.

Theory:

2 written exams 1hour 15 minute each.
Paper 1 —The Human body and movementin physical activity and sport
Paper 2 —Socio-cultural influences and wellbeingin physical activity and sport

Practical:

Students will be assessed in 3sports, in which they must be at a good standard and ideally playing at
least one of these sports outside of school.

Assessmentis conducted in theform of external moderationwhere the students have to perform their

skillsand game play in front of an external assessor.

The other element is the coursework based on strengths and weaknesses of their personal

performance within asport of their choice.

WHAT COULD | DO NEXT WITH GCSE PE?

Progression to an A Level in PE, Biology and/or Psychology. Progression to BTEC National in Sport.
Other suitable careers/courses include Sports Science, Physiotherapy, Nursing, Teaching and
leadership positions.



SOCIOLOGY

Examination Board: AQA

ABOUT GCSE SOCIOLOGY

GCSE Sodiology helps students to gain knowledge and understanding of key sodial structures, processes and issues
through the study of families, education, crime and deviance and sodial stratification.

Skillslearnton the course include: -

e Developwritten and oral communication skills

e Investigate facts and draw appropriate condusions
e Developanalytical skills by comparing and contrasting sociological perspectives on a variety of issues

e Develop opinionsand new ideas on sodial issues
e Explore and debate contemporary sodial issues

e Have a better understanding of the social world and be able to challenge everyday understandings of

sodial eventsfrom a sociological perspective.

e Learn howto apply various research methods to different sociological contexts
e Constructing balanced arguments using sociological evidence
e Learn howto ditically evaluate and compare and contrast theories or explanations

WILL STUDENTS ENJOY THIS SUBJECT?

Sociology is the study of people and society. It offers an insight into social and cultural issues. It helps you develop
a multi-perspective and critical approach to understanding issues around culture, identity, religion, crime, media,

childhood and sodial power.

COURSE STRUCTURE

Paper 1: The Sodology of Families and Education

Paper 2: The Sodiology of Crime and Deviance and
Sodial Stratification

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

100 marks

50% of GCSE

Two multiple choice questions followed by a range of
short and extended responses

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

100 marks

50% of GCSE

Two multiple choice questions followed by a range of
short and extended responses

Topics:

The sociology of families

The sociology of education

Relevant areas of sodial theory and methodology

Topics:

The sociology of crime and deviance

The sociology of social stratification

Relevant areas of sodial theory and methodology




WHAT MAKES OUR THREE YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

Our three year KS4 is unique as we allow students the opportunity to study topics and
themes that aren't a part of the official exam board specification.

Students embark on the course by getting to grips with Sociology in its entirety, by looking at
Social Issues such as racism, sexism and class/ power imbalances. This is done with a range
of real-life case studies and informative documentaries from Panorama and Channel 4. These
documentaries and the project that surrounds them allows students to develop their
understanding of society as a whole and builds the foundation for them to discover key
sociological concepts and theories throughout the course.

We invite students on a broad range of enrichment trips including the Karl Marx guided tour
and also to local Magistrates courts to develop a wider understanding of the theory of
Marxism and the topic of Crime and Deviance. A project around research methods concludes
the year, where students are able to research a chosen topic and apply what they have
learned during their Research Methods module in real life.

WHAT COULD | DO NEXT WITH GCSE SOCIOLOGY?

Sociology GCSEis a good stepping-stone for most social science courses and careersincluding:

e law e Politics

e Criminology ¢ Childcare
e History e Geography
e Anthropology e Psychology



ART & DESIGN — TEXTILES

Examination Board: AQA

ABOUT GCSE TEXTILES

Students will leam to:

e apply a creative approach to problem solving

e consider and develop original ideas from initiation to realisation
e analyse critically their own work and the work of others
e expressindividual thoughts and choices confidently

o take risks, experimentand learmn from mistakes.

WILL STUDENTS ENJOY THIS SUBJECT?

You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that:

e Enhances imagination and creativity

e Encourages knowledge and understanding of textiles in both historical and contemporary sodiety, and

other diverse cultures

e Allowsyou to work ina variety of differentart and textile media

COURSE STRUCTURE

Component 1 Personal Portfolio (60%)

Component 2 Externally Set Assignment (40%)

From centre-based starting points.
You will createa personal portfolio of work comprising:
e supportingstudies

e personal response(s).

This unitis Internally assessed and externally moderated

Externally set broad-based thematic starting point
releasedinJanuaryof year 11.

A preparatory study period followed by a 10-hour exam in
which you will create personal response(s).

Your work must comprise:
e preparatorystudies

e personal response(s).

This unitis Internally assessed and externally moderated.

Students could develop work in at least one of the following areas of study:

e Constructedtextiles
e Dyedfabrics
e Printedfabrics

e Fashiondesign
e Softfurnishings
e Stitched and/orembellished textiles

WHAT MAKES OUR THREE YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

As with Art, students enjoy more time on their timetable to be creative and learn to develop their
portfolios in a professional way. We start from going back to basics. Through analysis and
experimentation, students start to be able to appreciate different mediumsand methods. Threeyears
allow students to build good habits, fuel a love of expressing their creativity and enjoy




experimentation based on important references, and develop results in personal, unique and
expressive portfolios.

WHAT COULD | DO NEXT WITH GCSE TEXTILES?

Students could pursue theirstudiesin:

e ASorALevel Artand Design—Textiles
e BTEC Level 3 Fashion & Clothing

In addition these courses will prepare you for entry into a very wide range of creative and technical
careersincludingengineering, product design andfashion.




BTEC HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE

Examination Board: Edexcel

ABOUTBTEC TECH AWARD IN HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

This isa vocationally related qualification that takes an engaging, practical and inspiring approach to
learning and assessment. The BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care will equip you with asound,
specialist knowledge along with skills for everyday use.

In Health and Social Care we look at the ways in which communication is used in both Health and
Social Care contexts, we learn about the different health care services in the UK, we look at how
humans develop through the life stages and finally we are able to learn about the values which
underpin workingin Health and Social Care.

WILL STUDENTS ENJOY THIS COURSE?

You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subjectthat:

e Allowsyoutolearn more aboutthe Health and Social care setting
e Let'syou complete coursework ratherthan justexams

e Allowsyoutocomplete courseworkinvarious ways: combine art, drama, DT and ICT skills,
storyboards, posters, reports and leaflets

HOW DOES IT FOLLOW ON FROM WHAT STUDENTS HAVE LEARNED BEFORE?

Health and Social is an excellent companion subject to English GCSE and will support and develop your
analytical skills, as well as your writing and presentation skills. It will develop and improve your
observation skills, your speaking and listening skills, your analytical and creative skills. Health and
Social Care will also make clearlinks to PSHCEE as well as Science, in the form of Biology.

WHAT SUBJECTS WOULD HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE COMBINE WELL WITH?

Health and Social Care combines well with all other options choices butis particularly good with P.E,,
Science and ICT as the subjects complement each otherandthere are cross overs bothin content and
skills between them.

COURSEWORK/EXAM REQUIREMENTS

The BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care Course is broken downinto three parts: Component
1,2 and 3.

Coursework (worth 66% of entire course):

Component 1: Human Lifespanand Development
Component 2: Health and Social Care Services

Controlled Assessment (worth 33% of the entire course):

Component 3: Health and Wellbeing



WHAT MAKES OUR THREE YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

Our three year KS4 is unique as we allow students the opportunity to study topics and
themes that aren't a part of the official exam board specification.

Students start the course with a unit called 'Care' and are given the chance to unpick the
concept of 'care'. They do this by discussing their own experiences of care with their primary
caregivers. Students are then given an egg to take care of, for the week, with a birth
certificate and a care-pack. They need to keep the egg safe and sound, inits own little cot of
their creation. Students hugely enjoy the hands-on elements of this task and it gives them a
great understanding of how to care, in health and social care. We aim to build the values of
respect, empathy, compassion and creativity with this task, and make links to social care
(fostering and childcare services).

We then take students on a journey of discovery about health, including information about
the NHS and primary/ secondary care providers that they may have used. They look at chronic
conditions such as diabetes, asthma and cardiovascular disease. We look at physical
disabilities and sensory impairments through the case study of Billy Monger. Students then
participate in a group work task where they have to engineer a prosthetic leg that can hold
up the weight of a member of their team.

Throughout the course external speakers and professionals come into school to deliver
sessions on what it is like to deliver specialist care and how person-centred provision is at the
core of most HSC professionals’ duties.

WHAT COULD STUDENTS DO NEXT WITH HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE?

There is a natural progression to Level 3 Health and Social Care or Childcare, or A-Level Sociology,
Psychology and Biology, which are all widely offered. As a well-recognised and highly respected
vocational qualificationHealthand Social Careis an excellent choice for those withcritical and creative
skills as one of the minimum 5 GCSE requirements necessaryfor further educationand it goes without
saying especially relevant to us now in our society which will always require health and social care.
Health and Social Care is an excellent starting pointforthose interestedinacareer in the Health and
or Social Care setting, whetherthat be with children, the elderly orina wider context.



Level 2 Vocational Award in Performing Arts

Examination Board: Eduqas

ABOUT LEVEL 2 VOCATIONALAWARD IN PERFORMING ARTS (Music)

Thisis a practical course, equivalent to one GCSE, which will give you many opportunities to perform
and compose both inside and outside the classroom. This is an amazing opportunity to explore a
subjectyou enjoy, and to collaborate with other musiciansinthe school.

You will get 1:1 and small group support in developing your existing musicianship skills, as well as
encouragement to pursue your ideas and interests to support your growth as a musician. There will
be multiple opportunities to be courageous and hone your skills and confidence by performing to
others at events such as the Christmas Extravaganza, assemblies, and the Summer Arts Festival.

You do not have towantto pursue acareerin Music, or have had instrument lessonsto join us; anyone
with commitment, enthusiasm, and alove of Music will be perfect forthe course.

You will spend Year 9 preparing for the course, Year 10 working on coursework performance and
composition, and Year 11 external assessment coursework, including researching life in the music
industry.

WHAT WILL STUDENTS ENJOY ABOUT THIS COURSE?

e Practical music-making (alone andin groups), being flexibleand being creative!

e Developing performing and composing skills, with a particular focus on the areas that interests
you the most!

e Being ambitious and learning skills on new (and old!) instruments, like the drum kit, guitar and
bass.

e Learninghow to use digital audio workstations and recording equipment

e Developingyourcreativity, performance and instrumental skills.

e Working independently, and learning how to plan your own music festival from scratch, from
budgets and marketing, to hiring professionals and creating.

COURSE/ EXAMINATIONS REQUIREMENTS

The Edugas Vocational Award is assessed entirely by coursework. The final section of coursework takes
place under controlled conditions and is externally moderated by Edugas examiners.

The othertwo units are divided into Performance or Performance with Technology, and Composition
or Composition with Technology. There is plenty of time for preparation, and you are free to choose
the genres you like the most and are most comfortable playing. Evidence for coursew ork can be
recordedin a variety of ways, including audio recordings, videos and verbal presentations.



HOW DOES IT FOLLOW ON FROM WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED BEFORE?

All of the practical work we do at Key Stage 3 helpsto prepare you fully for the course. Instrumental
skills you gain on the keyboard and classroom string instruments, and ensemble skills from Samba,
Class Band and Song writing provide you with useful tools for the course. Music complements any
subjectthatinvolves creativity and/or performance, forexample Drama, Film, Artand English.

WHAT MAKES OUR THREE YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

There are three important reasons that havingathree-yearKS4is central to this course.

Skills: Firstly, it allows you to develop the skills necessary before coursework starts in Year 10.
Therefore, whether you are planning to sing, play an instrument, or create a performance or
composition using Music Technology, there will be plenty of timeforyouto experimentand see what
suits you the most.

Performing opportunities: Secondly, it gives you the opportunity to form music groups in class, and
gain experience in performing to others in informal situations, both in class and as part of school
celebrations.

National Curriculum: Finally, it means thatyou can still follow the National Curriculum for Music, but
withinthe context of the MusicIndustryitself, linking topics to real -life scenarios and events.

WHAT COULD YOU DO NEXT WITH A LEVEL 2 VOCATIONALAWARD?

You can do anything! Of course, taking Music is perfect for anyone who would like to study or
participate in Music further. However, Music lessons also actively help you develop skills that are
essentialinany job or college/university course: communication, leadership, negotiation, teamwork,
confidence, public speaking and performance, improvisation, and creativity are just the start!
Obtainingamusicqualificationis always a positive additiontoa CV or application -andit’s funtoo!



Tech Award Level 2 in Digital Information Technology

Examination Board: Pearson

ABOUT LEVEL 2 TECH AWARD IN DIGITALINFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

By opting forthe Tech Awardin Digital Information Technology students will:

e Acquire and apply creative and technical skills, knowledge and understanding of IT in a range of
contexts.

e DevelopIT-based solutions to resolve practical problems.

e Developanunderstanding of currentand emerging technologies and theirsocial and commercial
impact.

e Developanunderstanding of the legal, social, economic, ethical and environmental issues raised
by information technology.

e Recognise potential risks when using IT, and develop safe, secure and responsible practices.

e EvaluateIT based solutions problems of a practical and vocational nature.

WHAT WILL STUDENTS ENJOY ABOUT THIS COURSE?

Students will gain arange of practical skillsin IT. They will explore the practical and creative nature of
IT withafocusonthe systemlife cycle to design, create, test and evaluate a solutionto a multimedia-
based IT problem. Students will develop the ability to discuss and evaluate the impact of data on an
organisation and, more broadly, people. Furthermore, students will utilise data manipulation methods
to produce a data dashboard presenting an organisation’s key data. They will acquire the ability to
draw conclusions from the data once it has been processed. Learners will underpin this with
fundamental knowledge and understanding of ITincluding: IT systems; hardware; software; networks;
securingIT systems; dataand information; and emerging technologies.

COURSE/ EXAMINATIONS REQUIREMENTS

Unit 1: Exploring User Interface Design Principles (Internal assessment)

e This is assessed via a portfolio of evidence that students will create during lesson time, in
controlled conditions.

e Thereare fourassignmentsinthis component which will take six hours to complete.

e You will explore user interfaces, discover how to develop and review them, and investigate how
to use project planningtechniques.

e Thetotal numberof marks available for this assessmentis 60.

Unit2: Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data (Internal assessment)
e This is assessed via a portfolio of evidence that students will create during lesson time, in
controlled conditions.



e Therearethree assignmentsin thiscomponent that will take sixhoursintotal tocomplete. ¢ You
will explore how data impacts on individuals and organizations followed by the production of a
data visualisation solution —a data dashboard.

e Thetotal numberof marks available forthisassessmentis 60.

Unit 3: Effective Digital Working Practices (External assessment)

e Thisisassessedviaal hour30-minute written examination.

e The aim of this componentis to explore how organisations use digital syste ms and the wider
implications associated with theiruse.

e Thetotal numberof points available forthis assessmentis 60

HOW DOES IT FOLLOW ON FROM WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED BEFORE?

The course builds upon the KS3 computing curriculum —allowing students to utilise their
understanding of:

e Analysisof appsand websites
e Investigation of different waysin which we caninteract with computers
e Creation of apps, websites and information points to suit design briefs

e Creationof spreadsheet models

WHAT MAKES OUR THREE YEAR KS4 UNIQUE?

The BTEC Tech Award in Digital Information Technology will give students agood groundingin many
areas of the digital world we live in and enable you to go on to further study in Information
Technology, Business or Media at Sixth Form level. We are able to utilise the three year KS4 to build
relationships with industry professionals — allowing students unique opportunities to see the
application of theirstudiesinreal world settings.

WHAT COULD YOU DO NEXT WITH A LEVEL 2 TECH AWARD?

Successful completion of BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology will lead
in studying A -Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range of subjects. Study of a
vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in IT, which prepares learners to enter
employment or apprenticeships,orto move onto highereducationby studyingadegreein the digital
sector.

IT opensup a wide range of professional fields. Successin ITenables pupils the opportunity to go into
Database administrator, Network engineer, Systems analyst, IT technician and Data scientistand much
more.



WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

e Studentsshould readthrough this booklet, paying careful attention to the sections describing the
different courses.

e Talk through yourfirstthoughts with your parents/carerand tutor.

e Talk to yourHead of Year or Mr Eagleton aboutyour possible choices if needed

e Askquestionsduringthe Subjectassemblies, inlessons and at the Y8 Parents Evening.

e Attendtastersessionsinthe subjectsavailable thatinterestyou

e Complete the Options Selection Sheet carefully and within the deadlineto express your choices

Whilst we do everything we can to accommodate students’ choices and most students are able to
study all the subjects they want, this may not always be possible if: -

e Your choices do not match yourability level
e Thereare too many studentswhowantto dothat subject
e Thereare notenough students who wantto do that subjectso the subjectis withdrawn

RN

What happensif | do not get the subjects| opt for?

We make every effort to accommodate the students being able to study their subjects of choice at
Key Stage 4. However, we may have limitations in regards class sizes, teaching capacity and rooms
available. Inthe eventof a student not receiving the option subject/s she chooses, ameeting will be
arranged with the Head of Year and/or the Assistant Head teacher overseeing Curriculum to discuss
alternate options available and a suitable compromise for all will be agreed. Parents will be notified
of any changes made in writing.
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