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Demography 

• To understand what demography is and why it is 
important in sociology

• To discuss birth rates and its impact on the UKs 
population  



Starter 

1. Read and highlight the key points on p. 2 
WB/ read p. 199TB 

2. What is the study of demography? 

3. Why is the study of demography important in 
sociology?



Exam tip 

1. Can you define the key term?

2. Do you know the current trend?

3. Do you know the reason for the current trend?

4. Do you know the effect/ implication of the 
current trend?



UK Population 

• 1801- 10.5million

• 1901- 37 million 

• 2019- 65 million 

• 2031- 71 million 



https://www.bbc.
co.uk/news/uk-
politics-41761292

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-41761292


Demography
What factors cause 

population to decline?
What factors cause

population to 
increase?



Demography
What factors cause 

population to decline?
What factors cause

population to 
increase?

• Emigration 
• Death 

• Birth 
• Immigration 



Births 

Birth rate: the number of 
live births per thousand of 
the population per year

Task:
Analyse the trends of 
births in the UK- what 
pattern do you notice? 
p. 3WB 



Births in the UK

• Decline in the number of births since 1900

• There have been fluctuations in births- 3 baby 
booms in C20th(first two after WW1 and 
WW2)



Class discussion 
What factors have affected the 
birth rates in the UK?

1. Changes in the position of 
women 

2. Decline in infant mortality 

3. Children are an economic 
liability 

4. Child centeredness

Task: read p. 200-201TB 
Fill in p. 4WB 



AO2- UK Example 
https://www.bbc.c
o.uk/news/uk-
scotland-
47555226

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-47555226


AO2- cross cultural example  
http://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=NlgYXaIdr7E

Read and highlight the 
key points on p. 5 WB

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-
china-46558562

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlgYXaIdr7E
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-46558562


AO3- ethnicity and birth rate 

https://www.bbc
.co.uk/news/av/s
tories-
49607727/black-
women-five-
times-more-
likely-to-die-in-
childbirth

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/stories-49607727/black-women-five-times-more-likely-to-die-in-childbirth


Synoptic links- interleaving with Topic 1 and 3

What impact does low birth rates in the UK have 
on:

Childhood experiences
Child-centredness- less siblings (possible positive 
childhood, parents focused on less children)

Family structures
Less horizontal extended families/ more verticle
(bean pole families)



Paper 1 consolidation 

What impact does a low birth rate in the UK have 
on:

Education 
Smaller class sizes

Economy 
Less manpower- difficulty competing on global 
market (New Right)



Fertility 

Fertility rate: the average number of children 
women will have during their fertile years

Tasks:
• Read p. 199TB - What has happened to women’s 

fertility rate in the UK? 
• Fill in p. 6WB 

Challenge:
What’s the link between fertility and birth rates? 



AO2

https://ww
w.bbc.co.uk/
news/health
-46118103

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-46118103


AfL

Explain the difference between birth rate and total fertility rate (4 
marks)

• Total fertility rate is the average number of children a woman gives 
birth to in their lifetime- during their fertile years

• Birth rate is the number of children born per thousand people each 
year



Plenary 

Has what we have looked at changed your 
opinion about having children?



Homework 

1. Consolidation cards-
• Birth rates
• Fertility rates

2. Flipped learning:
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcom
munity/populationandmigration/internationalmigra
tion/bulletins/migrationstatisticsquarterlyreport/m
ay2016#net-migration-to-the-uk
p. 6-15

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/internationalmigration/bulletins/migrationstatisticsquarterlyreport/may2016#net-migration-to-the-uk
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