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SOURCE 7.21 R. Geary, Hitler and Nazism, 1993, p. 27

The NSDAP was most successful where it did not have to cope with strong pre-
existing IDEOLOGICAL and organisational loyalties.
Social Democratic and Communist strongholds, it did far less well. The same
applied to Germany’s Catholic community, strongly represented over decades by
the Centre Party (or the BVP in Bavaria). Loyalty to the party was reinfor Y
plethora [great range] of Catholic leisure organisations which penetrated daily
life and also by the pulpit, from which the NSDAP was sometimes denounced as
godless. On the other hand, Nazi success in Protestant rural and middle cla;

Germany was facilitated by the fact that political loyalties there were eith
or non-existent.
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SOURCE 7.15 _Percentage of German males/females voting Nazi
November 1932 January 1933
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SOURCE 7.12 Membership of the NSDAP, 1925-33, by religion

SOURCE 7.13  Membership of political parties by age

)
70 & Key 70 Key
0l 57 % of total population 6l % Adult population
3 living in such areas 60|
£ [ 5% SPD 1931
g 50 [ % of tonal NSDAP 50)
I . members from these areas % NSDAP 1931
- g 40
i § 4 Ell
KR 5 5 %0 27 2% 207
2 n s 20 12 E B 17
12
10| 1 6 6 10| 8 8
o I L [ | ol L L J
Largely  Overwhelmingy ~ Largely  Overwhelmingly 18-30 3140 41-50 51+

Protestant. Protestant. Catholic Catholic

Religious composition of area

Membership of political parties by age

SOURCE 7.14

The distribution of
Protestants and
Catholics in Germany
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the Nazis', History Today, January
The Nazis did best in the rural areas
and small towns of the Protestant parts
of Germany, particularly in the north
«and east. They won much of their
support from the most rooted and
traditional section of the German
Ppopulation - peasant farmers, self-
employed artisans, craftsmen and
small retailers... In urban areas the
party did best in those towns and cities
which were administrative or
commercial centres with large civil
servant and white collar populations,
rather than in industrial centres; and
hey tended to win most suppor in
uppermiddle-class districts, Nqzj
support ;:a tended 10 be stronges;
AmOng the younger generation, T
particularly true of the
p. which was also
male.
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