Year 12 English Literature
 Phase Four Consolidation Work for On Chesil Beach

· For Phase 4 of the work, you will engage in some activities which are linked to Phases 1-3.  
· The school has provided a timetable for you; English work should be done on the dates indicated (19th May, 1st June and 4th June).
· First, please complete the questions based on your own reading of the novel. Then read the secondary material in which critics write about CB and answer those corresponding questions. 
· Complete the essay style questions and submit one of them to Miss Jones via Google Classroom. 

1. What are the main themes and issues explored in CB? 
2. What is the significance of Edward and Florence’s respective family backgrounds? 
3. How does McEwan make use of language and structure to illustrate the themes of power, dysfunctional relationships, patriarchy and women as victims in the CB?
4. What is the significance of the novella’s historical context (Early 1960s)? Consider the issues of sexual repression and revolution. 
5. What key aspects of Freud’s psychoanalytical theory can be applied to CB and what can it reveal about Florence and Edward’s character? 
6. What are the key events of the last part of novel?
7. What point do you think McEwan was trying to make in writing CB?  
8. What is the significance of the novella being written in third person omniscient narrator and having a deceptively simple plot? Refer to all AOs in your answer. 
9. In what ways is CB a novella about secrecy? How does McEwan succeed in hiding and disguising secrets from characters and from the reader? 
10. Who do you think is right or wrong, Florence or Edward? Consider:
Florence’s past 
Edward’s desire as a man
Social expectations around marriage.
11. Select 10 key quotes from CB and annotate them with clear references to AO1, AO2 and AO3. You can use your secondary reading to help guide you with this. 
Secondary Reading: ‘5.1. A Narrative of Unfortunate Misreadings’ by Karam Nayebpour (AO5)
1. What does Nayebpour suggest led to Florence and Edward’s break up? How far do you agree with this idea and why? Refer to evidence from CB. 
2. On page 227, the novella’s historical is referred to. Find evidence from CB to support this. 
3. On page 228, Nayebpour refers to narrative events. Does the narrator treat Edward and Florence with equal sympathy? How do you know? 
4. On page 229, the issue of blame is identified. What reasons are given as to who is to blame for the breakdown of the relationship? How far do you agree with this?
5. See the comments made by the writer on page 231 and find evidence in CB of Edward’s being ‘absorbed in his own imagination of possessing Florence’ and Florence’s ‘internal conflict,’. 
6. Page 232 – add to your context notes.
7. Read the rest of the article and make clear notes on the following: 
Structure 
Distance between Florence and Edward
The couple’s competing perspectives in the novella. 

Essays (AO1, AO2, AO3 &AO5): Try to include some reference to the secondary reading in your response. You can also include any other relevant feminist commentary in your work for AO5. 
1. ‘‘On Chesil Beach’ is not a common love story with bad end, but an ode to sorrow and to the pain of lost hopes.’ Discuss. 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Create your own essay question about CB. 



