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Year 10 Music: Phase 4 

 

Unit 201ta: Song Analysis Prep 
Song Analysis practice - Skyfall performed by Adele 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DeumyOzKqgI 

 

In Phases 2 and 3, you have looked at the 5 aspects of music that you will eventually have to analyse in your chosen 

song. For Phase 4, you are going to practice analysing all these aspects of just one song, Skyfall. 
 

● Watch Video 6 so you can ‘mark’ your production technique ‘homework’ (Task 5) from Video 5 first. 

● Attempt every section of this document, on Google Classroom is at all possible 

● Try your best - it will help me see where I can help you! 

● Feel free to write in bullet points, sentences, or  a mix of the 2 - as long as it’s clear what you mean! 

● Read the tasks carefully - they give you hints as to where you find info that will help you. (Your Phase 2 and 3 

workbooks will be super helpful) 

● When you’re finished, send this document back to me by ‘turning it in’ on Google Classroom. 

● Feel free to break this up - you don’t have to do it all in one go! 

● As always, email me if you need help or have a question. 

 

Full Video 6 playlist here: https://bit.ly/2AmFUMd  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DeumyOzKqgI
https://bit.ly/2AmFUMd


2 

KEY VOCAB and CONTENTS 

Vocab  Definition Pages 

Composer A person who makes up/creates the music n/a 

Producer A person who put the parts of the song together during and after recording  n/a 

Tempo Speed of the music 3-4 

Instrumentation The instruments used in the music 5-6 

Lyrical Content  Words and their meanings 7-10 

Tonality The ‘character’ of a piece of music, based on its key and other pitch features  11-13 

Production 
Techniques 

Effects applied to an instrument or recording 14-15 

 

SKYFALL CONTEXTUAL INFORMATION 

● 2012 ballad for James Bond movie Skyfall. 
● This harks back to the “classic” Shirley Bassey Bond themes - 

big sound, lots of instruments (especially brass and strings!), 
soulful 

● Worth listening to these famous Bond themes for context: 
○ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9FzgsF2T-s 
○ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6D1nK7q2i8I 
○ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZnSbrx5YByY 

● Adele well- known for big, soulful ballads. Ballads often quite 
slow tempo. 

● FIlm the song is very dark and dramatic, and very emotional 
for James Bond himself. Climax takes place at Skyfall. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9FzgsF2T-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6D1nK7q2i8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZnSbrx5YByY
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TEMPO 
Speed of the music 

 

 

 

Reminder of the type of language you could use. 

  

 

 

Example: 
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TEMPO 
Speed of the music 

TASK:  
➔ Listen to Skyfall. Focus only on the tempo (speed). 

➔ Fill in column A, using the previous page and your Phase 2 work to help you. 

➔ Fill in column B. Read the contextual information on page 2 - this may hold a clue! Remember you are making an informed guess. 

 

A: Describe the tempo (Pass) B: Why might the composer choose this tempo? (Merit+) 

Adjective(s): 
 
 
 
 
 

Link to style?:  

BPM: 
 

Link to message?:  

Technical vocab: 
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INSTRUMENTATION 
The instruments used in the music 

 

 

 

 

Reminder of the type of language you could use. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example: 
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INSTRUMENTATION 
The instruments used in the music 

TASK:  
➔ Listen to Skyfall. Focus only on the instrumentation (instruments). 

➔ Fill in column A, using the previous page and your Phase 2 work to help you. 

➔ Fill in column B. Read the contextual information on page 2 - this may hold a clue! Remember you are making an informed guess. 

 

A: Describe the instrumentation (Pass) B: Why might the composer choose these instruments? (Merit+) 

Instruments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Link to style?:  

Role of instruments:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Link to message?:  
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LYRICAL CONTENT 
Words and their meanings 

 

 

 

Reminder of 

the types of 

analysis you 

could do. 
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Examples: 

 

 
(Annotations - what 

can you see?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Your interpretations - what does it mean and why 

was it done?) 
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LYRICAL CONTENT 
Words and their meanings 

TASK:  
➔ Listen to Skyfall. Focus only on the lyrical content (words). 

➔ Annotate the lyrics (p.10), like you would with a poem in English. What can you see? 

➔ Fill in column A, using the previous page, your annotations (p.10) and your Phase 2 work to help you. 

➔ Fill in column B. Read the contextual information on page 2 - this may hold a clue! Remember you are making an informed guess. 

 

A: Describe the lyrical content (Pass) B: How do the words, music and song style link together? (Merit+) 

Overall, what’s the song about?: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Link to style?:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Link to music?:  
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Lyrics - space to annotate 

This is the end 
Hold your breath and count to 
ten 
Feel the earth move and then 
Hear my heart burst again 
 
For this is the end 
I've drowned and dreamt this 
moment 
So overdue I owe them 
Swept away, I'm stolen 
 
Let the sky fall 
When it crumbles 
We will stand tall 
Face it all together 
Let the sky fall 
 
When it crumbles 
We will stand tall 
Face it all together 
At skyfall 
At skyfall 
 
Skyfall is where we start 
A thousand miles and poles apart 
Where worlds collide and days 
are dark 
You may have my number, you 
can take my name 
But you'll never have my heart 

 Let the sky fall 
When it crumbles 
We will stand tall 
Face it all together 
 
Let the sky fall 
When it crumbles 
We will stand tall 
Face it all together 
At skyfall 
 
Where you go I go 
What you see I see 
I know I'd never be me 
Without the security 
Of your loving arms 
Keeping me from harm 
Put your hand in my hand 
And we'll stand 
 
Let the sky fall 
When it crumbles 
We will stand tall 
Face it all together (x2) 
 
At skyfall 
Let the sky fall 
We will stand tall 
At skyfall 
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TONALITY 
The ‘character’ of a piece of music, based on its key and other pitch features 

 

 

 

 

Reminder of the type of language you could use. 

 

REMEMBER: major = positive; minor = sad/dramatic 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Example: 
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TONALITY 
The ‘character’ of a piece of music, based on its key and other pitch features 

TASK:  
➔ Listen to Skyfall. Focus only on the instrumentation (instruments). 

➔ Fill in column A, using the next page (p13) to help you - everything you need is there. 

➔ Fill in column B. Read the contextual information on page 2 - this may hold a clue! Remember you are making an informed guess. 

 

A: Describe the tonality (Pass) B: Why might the composer choose this tonality? (Merit+) 

Major/minor?: Link to style?:  
 
 
 
 

Specific key?: 
 

Anything interesting?: Link to message?: 
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TONALITY KEY INFO 

 

                          Chords 

 

 

REMEMBER - Cm means C minor; C means C major. 

 

 

 

Key 
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PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES 
Effects applied to an instrument or recording 

 

Reminder of the type of language you could use.                  Example: 
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PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES 
Effects applied to an instrument or recording 

TASK:  
➔ Listen to Skyfall. Focus only on the instrumentation (instruments). 

➔ Fill in column A, using the previous page and your Phase 3 work to help you. 

➔ Fill in column B. Read the contextual information on page 2 - this may hold a clue! Remember you are making an informed guess. 

 

A: Describe the production techniques (Pass) B: Why might the producer choose these techniques? (Merit+) 

Describe the mix: 
 
 
 
 

Link to style?:  

Panning?: 
 

Effects?: 
 
 
 
 
 

Link to message/feel?:  

Samples?: 
 

 


