Ecosystem Services 
1.	Describe what is meant by biodiversity. (4 marks)








2.	What are ecosystem services? 

3.	The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) is a major international study that is revealing the
enormous economic value of the services our ecosystems provide and the very real
social and economic costs of their degradation and loss. TEEB estimates that,
globally, the degradation of our planet’s ecosystems is costing us €50 billion
each year.
· In addition to economic reasons there are also ethical reasons for maintaining biodiversity. 
· Decide whether these statements are ethical or economic reasons (ecosystem services). 

· Aesthetic experiences.
· Cognitive development. 
· Denying future generations the opportunity to use the renewable natural resources. 
· Disease regulation.
· Ecotourism. 
· Education.
· Farming e.g. crops, biological control of pests, pollinators, nutrient recycling, soil formation. 
· Nutrient recycling in ecosystems. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Provides genetic diversity for the production of crops, livestock, fisheries, forests and medicines. 
· Purification of air and water. 
· Recreation. 
· Reflection. 
· Source of resources e.g. fibres, building materials, fuels, medicines.
· Spiritual enrichment. 
· Stabilising the atmosphere and the world climate. 
· Unique combinations of DNA/genetic diversity lost.  
· Waste decomposition.
Ecosystem Services 
1.	Describe what is meant by biodiversity. (4 marks)
· Number of different ecosystems. 
· Number of species. 
· Number of individuals within each species.
· Genetic variation within each species present in an area. 


2.	What are ecosystem services? 
Services provided by the natural environment that are of benefit to people.

3.	The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) is a major international study that is revealing the
enormous economic value of the services our ecosystems provide and the very real
social and economic costs of their degradation and loss. TEEB estimates that,
globally, the degradation of our planet’s ecosystems is costing us €50 billion
each year.
· In addition to economic reasons there are also ethical reasons for maintaining biodiversity. 
· Decide whether these statements are ethical or economic reasons (ecosystem services). 
Economic  
· Source of resources e.g. fibres, building materials, fuels, medicines.
· Purification of air and water. 
· Waste decomposition. 
· Stabilising the atmosphere and the world climate. 
· Nutrient recycling in ecosystems. 
· Provides genetic diversity for the production of crops. Livestock, fisheries, forests and medicines. 
· Farming e.g. crops, biological control of pests, pollinators, nutrient recycling, soil formation. 
· Disease regulation.
· Ecotourism. 
Ethical
· Spiritual enrichment. 
· Cognitive development. 
· Education.
· Reflection. 
· Recreation. 
· Aesthetic experiences.
· Denying future generations the opportunity to use the renewable natural resources. 
· Unique combinations of DNA/genetic diversity lost.  


 
