Topic 3 Key Terms
Natural Selection
	Natural selection
	Process by which the organisms that are best adapted in a particular environment are most likely to survive and reproduce, passing on their advantageous alleles to their offspring.

	Genotype
	Genetic make-up of an organism with respect to a particular feature.

	Phenotypes
	Physical traits (including biochemical characteristics) expressed as a result of the interactions of the genotype with the environment.

	Allele
	Version of a gene, a variant.

	Ecology
	The study of the interactions of organisms with each other and with the environment in which they live.

	Niche
	Role of an organism within the habitat in which it lives. 

	Anatomical adaptation
	Adaptation involving the form and structure of an organism. 

	Physiological adaptation
	Adaptation involving the way the body of the organism works, including differences in biochemical pathways or enzymes. 

	Behavioural adaptation
	Adaptation involving programmed or instinctive behaviour making organisms better adapted for survival. 

	Selection pressure
	Pressure exerted by a changed environment or niche on individuals in a population, causing changes in the population as a result of natural selection.

	Industrial melanism
	Evolution of dark-coloured individuals in a habitat that has been made darker by industrial pollution, e.g. soot. 

	Directional selection
	Natural selection showing a change from one dominant phenotype to another in response to a change in the environment – one phenotype is selected for over all the others. 

	Gene pool
	[bookmark: _GoBack]All of the variants of all of the genes in a population.

	Resistant
	A resistant bacterium is not affected by an antibiotic. 



