Y12 English Literature Home Learning Phase 3 - 4th May to 17th May

Component 2 – ‘King Lear’
Miss Downton will continue to send your PowerPoints and worksheets for each weekly lesson.  Look in your email and ask any questions through email or during any Google Meet / Zoom catch-ups.
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Component 4 – Coursework
‘On Chesil Beach’
1. Finish reading the book. 
2. In what ways does Edward disregard Florence in his quest to consummate their marriage? (AO1 &AO2: Write two paragraphs)
3. AO5: Psychoanalysis 
· Do some brief research into who Sigmund Freud was and his influence on psychoanalysis, specifically the Id, Ego and Superego.

· Id, Ego, and Superego
· Freud maintained that our desires and our unconscious conflicts give rise to three areas of the mind that wrestle for dominance as we grow from infancy, to childhood, to adulthood:
· id - "...the location of the drives" or libido
· ego - "...one of the major defences against the power of the drives..." and home of the defences listed above
· superego - the area of the unconscious that houses judgment (of self and others)
· Evaluate ways in which these may relate to Florence’s character and narrative.
4. 
The Unconscious, the Desires, and the Defences
Freud began his psychoanalytic work in the 1880s while attempting to treat behavioural disorders in his Viennese patients. He dubbed the disorders 'hysteria' and began treating them by listening to his patients talk through their problems. Based on this work, Freud asserted that people's behaviour is affected by their unconscious: "...the notion that human beings are motivated, even driven, by desires, fears, needs, and conflicts of which they are unaware..." (Tyson 14-15).
Freud believed that our unconscious was influenced by childhood events. Freud organized these events into developmental stages involving relationships with parents and drives of desire and pleasure where children focus "...on different parts of the body...starting with the mouth...shifting to the oral, anal, and phallic phases..." (Richter 1015). These stages reflect base levels of desire, but they also involve fear of loss (loss of genitals, loss of affection from parents, loss of life) and repression: "...the expunging from consciousness of these unhappy psychological events" (Tyson 15).
Tyson reminds us, however, that "...repression doesn't eliminate our painful experiences and emotions...we unconsciously behave in ways that will allow us to 'play out'...our conflicted feelings about the painful experiences and emotions we repress" (15). To keep all of this conflict buried in our unconscious, Freud argued that we develop defences: selective perception, selective memory, denial, displacement, projection, regression, fear of intimacy, and fear of death, among others.
Freud and Literature
So what does all of this psychological business have to do with literature and the study of literature? Put simply, some critics believe that we can "...read psychoanalytically...to see which concepts are operating in the text in such a way as to enrich our understanding of the work and, if we plan to write a paper about it, to yield a meaningful, coherent psychoanalytic interpretation" (Tyson 29). Tyson provides some insightful and applicable questions to help guide our understanding of psychoanalytic criticism.
Psychoanalytic Critical Questions:
a) How do the operations of repression structure or inform the work?
b) How can characters' behaviour, narrative events, and/or images be explained in terms of psychoanalytic concepts of any kind (for example...fear or fascination with death, sexuality - which includes love and romance as well as sexual behaviour - as a primary indicator of psychological identity or the operations of ego-id-superego)?
c) Are there prominent words in the piece that could have different or hidden meanings? Could there be a subconscious reason for the narrator using these "problem words"?

5. Pages 99 to 100: In what way has Florence’s childhood abuse impacted her psychologically and caused a fear of intimacy? Write three PEEs. Include some references to Freud and psychoanalysis. (AO1, AO2 &AO5). 
6. Pages 105 to 107 : How is the issue of gender explored on this page? Consider Florence’s guilt and Edward’s feelings of emasculation. Write two paragraphs.  
7. How are the difficulties of their relationship explored on page 115 – write one PEE. 
8. Close Reading of Pages 145 to 149
9. “You’re always pushing me, wanting something out of me” how does Florence view the relationship and Edward’s attitude? What does this reflect about patriarchy? 
10. How do the ideas from above extend in pg 146 “It was her tongue pushing deeper into her mouth, his hand going further under her skirt, or blouse, his hand tugging hers towards his groin, a certain way he had of looking away from her and going silent.”?
11.  “they went around each other on tiptoes, murmuring, whispering, deferring, agreeing. They barely new each other” 
What issues do you think contributed to both of them feeling like this? Do you think their middle class identity, culture and expectations on marriage from society, as well as societal expectations form men and women had anything to do with this?
12.  “You’re a bitch talking like that.” Why is the word “bitch” significant here? What had Edward done to Florence – how does it link with patriarchy? 
13. On page 150 Edward says “I love you, but you make it so hard.” What does this suggest? How does Edward wish to love her? 
14. 6. Do you believe Florence deceived Edward? Consider the quotes on p157 and 159. 


15. Why is the ending of this novel particularly sad? Consider what happens to Edward and why?
Essay practice:  According to Judith Butler, gender is a social construct and as is sex. To what extent do you think this view is applicable to ‘On Chesil Beach’? 

In your essay you should explain what the critic means and how it applies to your text. 
Judith Butler’s comment stems from her theories on feminism which essentially say that our identities and characters as men and women are a result of social and cultural influences rather than being an outcome of our biology. Equally she argues that even sex itself is constructed by social influence. 
Then go into more detail as to how this applies a bit more specifically to ‘OCB’.  
In “On Chesil Beach” for instance we see how Edward associates force and aggression with masculinity and in expressing his sexual desire for Florence. Equally we see how gendered Florence’s belief of herself is that she often sees herself as a failure for not being able to fulfil her husband’s…

