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Water consumption in developing and developed countries

L.O: To know the proportion of water used by agriculture, industry and domestically in developing and developed countries.

Starter: Match the key words to their definitions 

Water used by 
farmers to water 

their crops or 
feed animals

Use of water by 
households

Use of water by factories 
or the companies that 
produce energy, it also 

applies to water used in 
offices or schools

Agricultural 
usage Domestic usage Industrial usage
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Water consumption in developing and developed countries
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Describe what the graph is showing you.

Is there a difference between developing and 
developed countries?
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Water consumption in developing and developed countries

Explain the differences in water usage between developed countries and 
emerging and developing countries (4 marks)
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Water supply problems in countries at different levels of development

How may a water supply problem be different in a developing country from a 
developed country?

Water supply – the amount of 
available in an area 

Water supply problems  - not 
having enough clean water in 

an area



UK Water Supply Problems 
Rainfall Imbalance

Referring to the maps. READ BEFORE YOU 
WRITE

The highest amount of rainfall falls in the 
north and west of the UK. 

However there is a much higher 
population density in the south east of 
the UK – one third of the UK’s population 
live here.  

Therefore we can see there is an 
imbalance. The areas which require the 
highest amount of water receive the 
lowest amount. 



UK Water Supply Problems 
Ageing infrastructure: leakage to sewage and water pipes

READ BEFORE YOU WRITE

Many of the pipes that bring water to the UKL are over 100 
years old. This does not affect the quality of the water but there 
is a problem with leaks. 

Lots of water is lost due to pipes leaking – they are being fixed 
but it is very expensive for water companies. 

In the UK we also have an old sewage system. The sewage 
systems are maintained by the water companies. Sewage leaks 
do occur when old drains collapse due to heavy road traffic. The 
sewage systems were not built to withstand the weight of 
today’s traffic (when they were built there were very few cars!) 



UK Water Supply Problems 
Seasonal imbalances 

READ BEFORE YOU WRITE

The UK receives most of its rainfall in the winter but the 
highest demands are in the summer. 

We have an increased water supply in the winter but the 
water demand is higher in the summer. 

The demand for water is especially high if we have a hot 
summer – but this is also when the supply is at its lowest.



Emerging and Developing Country Supply Problems 
Access to only untreated water.

READ BEFORE YOU START WRITING 

In many emerging countries such as China and India access 
to clean drinking water has improved. 

However in many African nations people still do not have 
access to piped water. 

Globally, at least 2 billion people use a drinking water 
source contaminated with faeces. Contaminated water can 
transmit diseases such diarrhoea, cholera, dysentery, 
typhoid, and polio. Contaminated drinking water is 
estimated to cause 485 000 diarrhoeal deaths each year.



Emerging and Developing Country Supply Problems 
Pollution of water courses 

READ BEFORE YOU START WRITING 

More than 840,000 people die each year from drinking water that 
has been polluted. Many people in emerging and developing 
countries still use rivers for drinking water. Rivers can be polluted in 
many different ways. Two have been identified below. 

1. High levels or mercury enters streams in the Amazon region 
due to gold mining. Mercury poisoning can make people very 
sick and cause pregnant women to loose their babies. 

2. Around 70% of industrial waste in developing countries is 
disposes of untreated into rivers where it contaminates the 
waters. 



Emerging and Developing Country Supply Problems 



Assess the water supply problems in developing and 
emerging countries and developed countries (8) –

Plan help
Developed countries 
• Give at least one problem in the UK –

why is it a problem?
• You may decide that it is an economic 

issue (broken pipes are expensive to 
fix…)

Developing countries 

• Give at least one problem in 
developing countries – why is it a 
problem?

• You may decide that it is a social issue 
– dirty water leading to death. 

Conclusion – Are the water supply problems worse in developed or 
developing countries?



Stakeholder

Someone who has an interest in what occurs
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Stakeholder views on water

Stakeholder- Someone who has an interest in 
what occurs. In the table on your worksheet add 

a couple of sentences to explain why each 
individual has these viewpoints – what has made 

them think this?



Explain why different stakeholders have different views 
on water consumption (3 marks)
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Stakeholder views on water



Desalinisation: the 
removal of minerals 

from water to make it 
drinkable

Watch the videos to 
learn more 
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Using technology to resolve water resource shortages

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vLgmFRceoVE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Skuk8DeXpE

Complete the table by highlighting which points are 
positive/negative about desalination 

Is desalinisation the answer to the world’s water supply 
problems?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vLgmFRceoVE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Skuk8DeXpE


Why do water 
resources require 

sustainable 
management?

Everyday 2 million 
tonnes of human 
waste is disposed 

of into water 
courses.

In developing 
countries 70% of 

industrial waste is 
dumped untreated 

into rivers

World population grows 
by 80 million people a 
year. The increase in 
demand for water is 

therefore 64 billion m3 
each year

There is an increase in 
demand for meat 

globally which requires 
more water for its 

production.

800 million people 
still require access 
to clean drinking 

water
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Government of 
a developing 

country

Chinese 
Farmer UK resident

African 
villager

Conservationist, 
UK 

Water company 
spokesperson

Match the 
stakeholder to the 
view in the table 
provided. 

Attitudes to water management
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