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Section A: Interpretations 

Question 1 
 
Extract A  
There was religious compromise among the elites and apathy, or even indifference, among the mass of the population 
towards religious change and it is increasingly doubtful whether Protestantism had taken much of a hold in England by 
1553. Indeed, it is now popular to suggest that Catholicism had wide popular support among the lower orders in both 
the towns and the countryside and that, had Mary lived longer, England would probably have remained Roman Catholic. 
Possibly, there was much less hostility between English Catholics and Protestants than was previously believed. It is true 
that there were extremists on both sides; however, the vast majority of people were very moderate in their outlook at 
least initially.  
However, 1570 was a turning point with the excommunication of the queen. After that, the Settlement was rigorously 
enforced and fines for non-attendance were raised. The authorities became less tolerant of dissident Protestants 
(Puritans) and of recusants (Catholics) and displayed a greater degree of ruthlessness in their pursuit of Jesuits and 
evangelists.  
Adapted from R Turvey and N Heard, Change and Protest 1536-1588, 2012  

Extract B  
A habitual, conventional Catholicism took a whole generation to die out and in some parishes mass was said more or 
less openly in defiance of the law. Only a small core of men were prepared however to take the more positive step of 
refusal to attend their protestant parish church, once the generation of Marian priests had died out and maintaining 
catholic practices had come to involve harbouring illegal, foreign-trained, priests. Elizabeth’s reign in fact saw the 
development of a popular, aggressive anti-Catholicism and which was further fostered by increasingly strained relations 
with Spain. Even so, pockets of Catholicism survived in what the Puritans called ‘the dark corners of the realm’. Even 
more annoying to the zealots was the continuing indifference of many people to religious matters; the poor, it was 
complained, seldom went to their church to hear their duties. Not all Elizabethans were obsessed by sin and salvation, 
although those who were, were disproportionately influential.  
Adapted from C S L Davies, Peace, Print and Protestantism, 1988 

Extract C 

There was much in common between the squire, the lawyer, the merchant and the yeoman. They were all men of the 
new age and they tended to become protestant alike from self-interest and also from conviction. They evolved an 
essentially middle-class religion. The tendency of Protestant doctrine was to exalt the married state, and to dedicate the 
business life, in reaction against a medieval doctrine that the true religion was celibacy and monastic separation from 
the world. These ideas and practices were by no means confined to extremists – they were the practice of Anglican 
families who loved and fought for the new Prayer Book. Protestantism and reading the bible became a social custom 
common to all English Protestants. The martyrs recorded in Foxe’s book provided a moral basis for the new national 
religion beginning to emerge out of the chaos When Elizabeth came to the throne, the bible and Prayer Book formed the 
intellectual and spiritual foundation of a new social order. 
Adapted from G M Trevelyan, English Social History, 1946 
 

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the arguments in these three extracts are in 
relation to religious change in the years after 1547.                             [30 marks] 

 

 

 



Question 2. 

Extract A 

The dynastic threat to the Tudor regime must not be exaggerated. There was no one to cause rival political tensions 
amongst Henry VII’s relations and no obvious focus for political discontent. It is true, the supporters of Simnel and 
Warbeck dressed their ambitions in dynastic clothes, but the most important revolt in Henry VII’s reign, the Cornish 
Rising of 1497, was not dynastic. On the contrary, it was sparked by the parliamentary grant of that year to finance an 
invasion of Scotland. The tax revolt erupted in the south west because Cornishmen refused to underwrite a campaign 
against Scotland for which, they believed, a scutage or land tax levied in the north was the correct source of finance. 

Adapted from John Guy, Tudor England, 1990 

Extract B 

In May 1502 Sir James Tyrell and several other persons were arrested and executed for treason. At the same time Lord 
William de la Pole, brother of Suffolk, and Lord William Courtenay, son of the earl of Devon, were taken into prison from 
which they did not emerge until after Henry’s death. It must be supposed that this is because Henry expected a far 
reaching conspiracy. Perhaps Henry’s agents were inventing these threats in order to advance their own positions, but It 
is nevertheless hard to avoid the conclusion that there was a spirit of disaffection among the old families. No doubt the 
ambitions of the great families were also aroused by the deaths of the king’s sons, Edmund on 12 June 1500 and Arthur 
on 2 April 1502, but even without the disturbing influence of dynastic interests there was wavering support for the King 
in the ranks of the old nobility. 

Adapted from J D Mackie, The Earlier Tudors, 1987 

Extract C 

Whilst Henry VII used every means at his disposal to reduce the pretensions of mighty subjects, he also did his utmost to 
build up his own power. The restoration of royal finances was a key element in this. The King recognised that the secret 
of recovering royal authority lay in making himself richer than his subjects. This was one reason why, unlike Edward IV, 
he retained possession of the Crown lands. But there was another reason. Land was the basis of local power. By keeping 
royal estates in hand and administering them through his own household servants, Henry maintained a direct royal 
presence throughout his kingdom. 

Henry VII was not as ruthless, consistent or as continuously successful as this brief account implies. He faced major 
rebellions, especially in 1497, and was never entirely secure on the throne. His preferred approach to the control of the 
provinces by divide and rule created crises and tensions in some parts of the kingdom and stored up trouble for his 
successor in others. But by ceaseless vigilance and unrelenting pressure on all his subjects, great and small, Henry made 
himself respected, feared and obeyed. 

Adapted from A J Pollard, The Wars of the Roses, 2001 

 

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the arguments in these three extracts are in 
relation to the threats to Henry VII’s position in the years 1485 to 1509. 

 

 



Question 3 

Extract A 

Elizabeth possessed great qualifications in government. She had a very masculine attribute – a forceful imperious 
personality. She used this ruthlessly to subordinate both Court and Council to her will. Elizabeth displayed two other 
qualities. The first was 

self-mastery which enabled her, at crucial moments, to put political goals ahead of personal preferences. The great 
testing time for this quality came in 1560–61 when she turned away from marriage with Dudley. But that mastery was 
not always complete. In her relations with Mary Stuart, for instance, personal biases alternated uncertainly with political 
calculation, and her ministers had always to reckon with the influence of these half-buried but intensely felt instinctive 
reactions. Secondly there was the keen political judgement which the professionals of her court came to appreciate. This 
professional admiration which the Queen commanded in the highest political circles stood her in good stead when her 
control of policy was seriously challenged in 1569. 

Adapted from Wallace MacCaffrey, The Shaping of the Elizabethan Regime,1969 

Extract B 

The direct personal interest which the Queen took in all aspects of administration and her ability to pick good ministers 
and delegate authority to them in routine matters were admirable qualities. However much she may have relied on 
ministers for advice and ideas, she alone made the final decisions. In the last analysis, credit for the triumphs of the 
period must therefore go to Elizabeth. There can be no doubt indeed that it was largely due to the personal and 
constant vigilance of the Queen that England escaped financial disaster. Fortunately, Elizabeth had admirable sense in 
money matters. This was evident during the last years of her reign when Elizabeth was conducting naval operations 
against Spain and fighting expensive wars in France and Ireland. In view of the enormous demands upon her purse it is 
astonishing that she managed to stay solvent. She was able to achieve this only because she cut ordinary expenditure to 
the bone. 

Adapted from AGR Smith, The Government of Elizabethan England, 1967 

Extract C 

The politics of Elizabethan England were dominated by events which did not happen. The most pressing question of 
diplomacy and high politics – the Queen’s marriage – was eventually resolved by inaction, when it finally became clear 
that she would not marry at all. Elizabeth’s foreign policy was not quite so static, but its themes were consistent. She 
was poor, she knew it and she had no interest in crusades or military glory. She spent most of her reign resisting cries for 
intervention to defend her fellow Protestants, beleaguered in Scotland, France and the Netherlands and when she did 
succumb she did so to the minimal extent possible. Whether we call this stability, prevarication or paralysis, it was how 
Elizabeth liked to govern. On those rare occasions when real action was taken it was usually preceded by months of 
royal deliberation and obstruction. The political world of Elizabethan England was one of frustration at the Queen’s 
apparent refusal to act. 

Adapted from Alec Ryrie, The Age of Reformation, 2009 

 

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the arguments in these three extracts are in 
relation to Elizabeth I’s style of government. 



Question 4 

Extract A 

We may at once define the fundamental issue of these decades; that of the continuity, security and power of the Tudor 
Monarchy. The theme of ensuring security is constant; whether this takes the form of Henry VIII’s frantic quests to 
stabilise the succession to the throne following the birth of Edward in 1537, or of Edward VI, a sickly boy destined never 
to achieve adulthood, or, finally, of Mary, ‘the Spanish Tudor’, the most tragic of them all. Throughout these years the 
security of the monarchy was directly reflected in their religious policies and international relations. The security and 
power of the Crown were affected by these issues and by financial and economic problems. The monarchs were beset 
by the perpetual fear that any one or combination of these issues, might give rise to civil strife. It is this integral 
relationship between the different factors, which gives the crisis a certain unity. It was a crisis of both the dynasty and 
society. 

Adapted from W Jones, The Mid-Tudor Crisis, 1973 

Extract B 

Historians have become rather too fond of inventing crises and are in danger of devaluing the word. There was no 
general crisis of authority in the mid-Tudor years. Nor was there any economic or social crisis which was peculiar to this 
period. Serious inflation dates from about 1545 and was largely the result of Henry’s policy of debasement, but was 
short-lived. Social and agrarian problems certainly existed and had been building up for half a century. In terms of 
national security there was a bad scare in 1539, but no real threat of an invasion. The rebellions were spectacular but 
relatively harmless. The effect of the changes on the Church, on the other hand, seems to present a more convincing 
argument. Exposed to dramatic change by the creation of a Royal Supremacy from 1533; it was forced through a 
protestant revolution between 1547 and 1549 only to be forcibly re-catholicised by Mary. But such a period of 
protracted and fundamental change can hardly be called a ‘crisis’. 

Adapted from D Loades, The Mid-Tudor Crisis, 1992 

Extract C 

There is obviously something to be said for the view that the years 1536 to 1558 were a period of crisis for the people of 
England. These years saw unprecedented rapid changes in the economy and in religion, arguably the two areas which 
affected most intimately the lives of ordinary Englishmen. Historians are now emphasising the profound psychological 
shocks which these upheavals must have meant for hundreds of thousands of men and women who had been 
accustomed to much less volatile conditions. It is doubtful, on the other hand, if the Tudor State was ever in quite such 
serious difficulties as the word ‘crisis’ implies. It was occupied successively by a sick and rapidly aging bully, a boy who 
was too young to rule and a woman with limited political abilities. In these circumstances what is significant and 
remarkable is not the weakness of government but its relative strength. 

Adapted from AGR Smith, The Emergence of a Nation State, 1997 

 

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the arguments in these three extracts are in 
relation to the crises faced by the Tudors in the years 1533 to 1558. 

 

 



Extract A  

Henry VII was a strong and independent king, ready to assert the powers of the English Crown.  The centre of Henry 
VII’s government was the King himself, assisted by those with whom he chose to surround himself – that is, his 
Council.  This included great nobles, great prelates and great administrators.  Generally speaking, Henry’s councillors 
were office holders, but many of the offices were minor.  Naturally, there were grades and distinctions among them, 
even, up to a point, signs of differences of responsibilities.  The one qualification which embraced them all was that 
the King had chosen them; they were his men and did his will.  It should be made plain, once and for all that there 
was never more than one Council in existence at the centre; there was only one body to which men called councillors 
could belong.  The Council’s function was three-fold.  It existed to advise the King in matters of policy, to administer 
the realm and to adjudicate on cases brought before it in petition.        Adapted from G R Elton, England Under the 
Tudors, 1977   

Extract B   

 Little or nothing of much significance occurred in parliament in the reign of Henry VII.  Throughout the twenty-three 
years and eight months of the reign, parliament sat for about seventy-two weeks in all.  In 1504 Henry expressly 
stated that he was not minded to summon another parliament for a long time unless there was a ‘great and urgent 
cause’.  Few of the statutes that emerged from Henry VII’s parliaments can be regarded as of major importance; many 
were little more than administrative developments, and some were trivial or short-term measures.  However, for 
certain purposes, Henry VII could not do without parliament.  First and foremost, he could not do without the 
financial grants agreed by parliament, and each of his seven parliaments made some kind of financial contribution.  
He also needed parliamentary assent to numerous acts of attainder and of restitution for those previously attainted.  
Henry needed parliamentary support for the substantial acts which enabled him to restore crown lands bringing him 
both land and power.                                                                       Adapted from S B Chrimes, Henry VII, 1972 

 

Extract C   

 The need in Henry VII’s reign was less for new legislation than for the means to enforce existing law.  Henry’s most 
significant contribution to government was his shift towards direct reliance on lesser gentry as Justices of the Peace.  
The role of Justices of the Peace in local government was crucial to maintain law and order.  Henry VII needed to 
appoint reliable men with local knowledge, legal expertise and sufficient social standing to command authority.  
Henry sought to weaken the ties which traditionally linked the local interests of the nobility and gentry and which 
resulted in the corruption of justice.  To increase the Crown’s control of law and order he appointed Justices of the 
Peace who were middling gentry, including professional lawyers and even men who did not have property in a shire.  
By the end of his reign, Henry had not fully established his authority in the localities, however, Justices of the Peace 
had superseded the sheriff and the feudal lord as the Crown’s administrative agents.  

  

Adapted from J Guy, Tudor England, 1988 

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the arguments in these three extracts are in 
relation to Henry VII’s methods of government. 



 



 



 

 



 

 

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the arguments in these three extracts are in 
relation to the state of the Catholic Church in the reign of Henry VIII up to 1529 



 

 

 

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the arguments in these three extracts are in 
relation to the impact of religious change under Edward VI 



Extract 1  

 

 

 

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the arguments in these three extracts are in 
relation to religious change 1532 – 1558 



Extract 1 

 

Extract 2  

 

Extract 3 

 

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the arguments in these three extracts are in 
relation to the quality of government 1514 – 1558 

 



Section B: Essays spec papers first, then 2017 - 2019 

1. ‘Despite the need to secure his dynasty, it was the desire to expand England’s overseas trade that 
underpinned Henry VII’s foreign policy.’     Assess the validity of this view.  
 

2. ‘The King’s ministers served Henry VIII well, but served themselves even better.’ Assess the validity of this 
view in the context of the years 1515 to 1540                                                  
 

3. How far were the problems of poverty in England successfully addressed during Elizabeth’s reign? 
 

4. The foreign policy of Henry VIII failed to achieve its objectives in the years 1509 to 1547.’ Assess the validity of 
this view. 
 

5.  ‘Rebellions in the years 1549 to 1571 stemmed from the weakness of central government.’  Assess the 
validity of this view. 
 

6.  ‘Throughout her reign, Elizabeth I controlled her ministers with masterly political skill.’ Assess the validity of 
this view. 
 

7. Local issues were the most significant reasons for rebellion in the reign of Henry VII.’ Assess the validity of this 
view. 
 

8. ‘The main aim of English foreign policy in the years 1509 to 1529 was to achieve peace in Europe’. Assess the 
validity of this view. 
 

9. To what extent was poverty in England in the later sixteenth century the result of population growth? 
 

10. Henry VII had successfully established monarchical authority by 1509.’ Assess the validity of this view 
 

11. To what extent was England’s government fundamentally transformed in the years 1509 to 1547? 
 

12.  ‘The Elizabethan religious settlement was successfully established in the years 1558 to 1603.’ Assess the 
validity of this view. 
 

13. The Church in England in 1547 was little different from what it had been in the late 1520s.’  Assess the validity 
of this view.  
 

14. How far, in the years 1547 to 1569, did concerns over the succession threaten the stability of England?     
  

15. How effectively did Elizabeth deal with the threat from Spain in the years 1558 to 1589? [25 marks]   
 

FROM TEXT BOOK ETC. 
16. Henry VII’s financial policies were the most important reason for the success of his reign. Assess the validity of 

this view 
 

17. How far can the foreign policy of Henry VIII be regarded as a success? 
 



18. The main cause of rebellions in the years 1536 – 1558 was religion. Assess the validity of this view 
 

19. The crisis faced by the Tudors in the years 1540 – 1563 was primarily economic. Assess the validity of this view 
 

20. Elizabeth’s influence was the most important reason for the development of the arts in the years 1558 – 1603. 
Assess the validity of this view? 
 

21. Elizabeth’s foreign policy was largely a series of disasters. Assess the validity of this view 
 

22. The foreign policy of Tudor monarchs failed to achieve its objectives in the years 1547 – 1563. Assess the 
validity of this view  
 

23. Anticlericalism was responsible for the development of the English reformation in the years 1529 – 1547. 
Assess the validity of this view 
 

24. How successful was Henry VII in fulfilling his foreign policy objectives? 
 

25. To what extent by 1509 was the Church in need of reform? 
 

26. To what extent was Henry VIII himself responsible for the failures of English foreign policy during his reign? 
 

27. The English economy remained weak throughout the reigns of Henry VII and Henry VIII. Assess the validity of 
this view 
 

28. Henry VIII may have made himself the head of the Church but little else changed. Assess the validity of this 
view 
 

29. How successful was English foreign policy in the years 1529 – 1558? 
 

30. Religious changes in the years 1532 – 1558 enjoyed little popular support. Assess the validity of this view 
 

31. Elizabeth’s policy towards Spain was weak and unconvincing. Assess the validity of this view 
 

32. To what extent did the plots and rebellions faced by the Crown during the reign of Elizabeth pose a real threat 
to the stability of the state? 

33. To what extent did English government respond effectively to the domestic problems which it faced in the 
years 1529 to 1553? 

34. To what extent was the English Church in 1553 different from what it had been in 1532? 

35. How successful was English foreign policy in the years 1529 to 1558? 

36. ‘Religious changes in the years 1532 to 1558 enjoyed little popular support.’ Assess the validity of this view. 

37.  ‘England was better governed by ministers and regents than by monarchs. Assess the validity of this view of 
the years 1513 to 1558. 

38. How important was the issue of succession in determining foreign policy in the years 1534-58? 


