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the brentford  
girl of the future  

is here. 
now.

“The teachers stick 
to the rules, which 

shows that they care and 
support us”

- gracia, Year 11



WELCOME TO OUR SCHOOL
It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to our thriving and successful school. We pride 
ourselves on providing girls and young women with an excellent quality of education as well 
as the opportunity to develop the broader skills required to be successful in a changing world. 
Nationally, statistics tell us that girls’ achieve better in an ‘All girls’ setting, growing confidence 
and resilience and never being restricted in their ambitions. Brentford School for Girls is one of 
the most successful state schools in England. In February 2016, the Department for Education 
placed us in the ‘Top 100 non selective state schools’ in England for the progress our students 
make. In 2015 we were awarded the High Aspiration Pupil Premium Award and invited to join the 
prestigious London Schools Gold Club, an accolade presented to the most successful London 
state schools.

Our drive at Brentford is to nurture the young woman of our vision, a vision that we hope you 
will share. As well as academic excellence, your daughter will be encouraged to develop her 
wider social and personal skills. There are a variety of leadership opportunities, extra-curricular 
activities, foreign trips and community projects, which all students are encouraged to participate 
in.

Our most recent Ofsted report (February 2016) stated ‘The school’s ethos that ‘every child 
counts’ permeates the life of the school.’ The academic achievement of students at Brentford 
was identified as a strength, as well as the behaviour and attitudes of the students. The strong 
leadership of the school, and the highly skilled teachers were also commended.

At the heart of our small and vibrant school is a very strong community. Our parents’ continue to 
be involved in their daughters’ education and we work hard to ensure that the triangle of support, 
your daughter, staff and parents sit at the very centre of what we do. Our students are happy, 
engaged and want to be at Brentford.

At Brentford our students are encouraged to think ‘Big’, aspire and have high expectations of 
themselves. Our vision is to develop a girl into a young women who is ready to  embrace the 
challenges of life and work in the future, whatever that might look like!

I hope that our prospectus will provide you with a flavour of our school community and the 
enormous opportunities that Brentford could offer to you and your daughter.

Marais Leenders - Head Teacher

“I found getting 
used to secondary 

school challenging but  
my friends helped me to 

settle”
jasleen, year 9



IMAGINE THE  
FUTURE BRENTFORD GIRL...

she thrives on challenge and has a desire to fulfil her learning potential. 
she is able to think independently and is confident in her social and  

academic capability. 
she is emotionally aware and emotionally intelligent. 

she is capable and dependable.
she is resourceful and inquisitive. 

she embraces the technological world as a global village and is ready to  
interact with others in the local and worldwide community.

she accepts the welfare of others as her responsibility. 
she understands the need for sustainable living both locally and globally. 

she is ready for life in the future - whatever that may be. 

She is the centre of our vision and will remain the very core of 
our being and purpose.

AT BRENTFORD SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, WE HAVE 6 LEARNING VALUES.  

WE WANT EACH STUDENT TO...

Transition to Year 7
It is incredibly important that Year 7 students make a smooth transition to 
secondary education from their primary schools. Helping this to happen 
is something we pride ourselves on.

We work with a number of our feeder schools from Year 5, telling 
students about life at secondary school before they make their choices 
in Year 6. All prospective students are involved in a variety of activities 
before joining the school in the summer term, including an Induction 
Day and senior staff interview. Students also have an opportunity to 
be involved in our summer school. Parents are encouraged to play an 
active role in the school from the beginning.

The school provides a transition guide and has a dedicated transition 
website where your questions can be answered before your daughter 
starts with us in September. 

Curriculum 
Our curriculum is varied and inspiring and we are constantly looking for 
ways to ensure that it is the right provision for your daughter. In Year 7 
and 8, students study a broad and balanced range of subjects including 
English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities, Art, Drama, Music, Design 
Technology, ICT, PSHCE and PE. 

Students at Brentford School for Girls begin GCSE courses a year 
earlier than many other schools, so that they get more time to achieve 
success at GCSE and A Level.

In Key Stage 4 (Years 9, 10 and 11), your daughter will pursue an 
individualised curriculum pathway based around her options choices.  
This might be an academic English Baccalaureate or a more vocational 
course, depending upon her abilities, preferences and aspirations. All 
students take the core subjects of English, Mathematics and Science, 

irrespective of their other choices, because we know how important they 
are to the chances of progression post-16 and beyond. 
We encourage our students to stay on into the 6th form to benefit 
from small class tuition and excellent teaching. Brentford is part of a 
consortium of schools, so nearly every course a student may wish to 
follow will be possible either at Brentford or at another school in the 
consortium.

Highly Qualified Staff
Our team includes graduates from Oxford and Cambridge and other top 
universities, teachers with over 20 years experience, as well as newer 
teachers who bring with them the latest ideas in education. All staff  
benefit from extensive continuing professional development. Delivered 
by innovative and inspirational practitioners, education becomes an 
exciting and engaging journey for our students, leading to outstanding 
success.

Facilities
We run a continuous programme of refurbishments across the school. 
Each of our classrooms has the most up-to-date ICT equipment and we 
have several stand-alone ICT suites.

The school has a state-of-the-art, industry specification theatre where 
students are encouraged to develop their communication skills and 
become involved in public speaking, debating competitions and the 
annual school play, as well as learning about ‘backstage’ and managing 
events. 

We have a modern and well-equipped library, open to students before 
and after school and during the school day. Our recently refurbished 
Sixth Form Centre provides outstanding facilities for our older students 
to work in and socialise with their peers.



Ambition
Ambitions can be realised at 
Brentford, and we encourage 
every student to reach for the 
stars, at school and beyond. 
Students will need focus, 
commitment, resilience and hard 
work to get there. However, the 
steps to achievement are broken 
down into attainable levels from 
Key Stage 3 through to Key Stage 
5 and we believe everyone can 
succeed.

Achievement
Every girl at Brentford is 
encouraged to go beyond her 
personal best. Our examination 
results at GCSE and A Level 
are outstanding. Most of our 
students continue to our 6th 
Form before moving to university, 
apprenticeships or employment. 

Students are straight away 
encouraged to be ambitious 
and to consider their future. A 
strong programme of careers 
advice and guidance is provided 
both through the curriculum and 
specific activities, organised to 
encourage your daughter to think 
about her personal journey and 
future university and employment 
interests.

Gifted & Talented
Challenging our most able 
students both academically and 
through extra-curricular activities 
is important to us. There are many 
opportunities within the curriculum 
to accelerate students’ progress 
where we feel that they have the 
ability to do so. Many of our most 
able students sit GCSEs early and 
some have begun A Levels before 
they are 16! Students have been 
involved in debating competitions, 
public speaking events as well 
as developing their specific area 
of giftedness or talent through 
enrichment programmes.

University
The vast majority of our students 
choose to enter higher education 
when they leave school. 
The school has a number of 
partnerships with universities in 
London and the UK. All students 
in Year 9 visit a university as part 
of their curriculum programme 
and there are a range of activities 
in Years 10 and 11, including 
university summer schools, 
which students can choose to be 
involved in. 

The Newnham programme, which 
runs in the 6th Form, is specifically 
designed to support students 
applying to the top universities, 
including Oxford and Cambridge.

be ambitious...

“I love the leadership 
opportunies here. i get the 

chance to help run the school as 
a prefect”

- lucy, Year 11



be confident... confidence
Confidence allows all students to achieve what they hope for in life, 
to grasp opportunities, to know what they want and to be daring 
enough to succeed.

We believe that all students need to be challenged.  We will 
challenge students to work hard and to play hard in order to succeed. 
All students will have opportunities to do unfamiliar things and face 
difficult situations that can help them grow as people. 

We aim to build the self-esteem of all the students in the school. We 
will develop academic and social skills, boost physical and creative 
attributes, so that all our students are ready for the challenges that 
life holds beyond school.

Our buildings are named after prominent female historical figures 
and role models, including Charlotte Bronte, Marie Curie, Emmeline 
Pankhurst and Mother Teresa. Their achievements reflect the values 
that we want to foster in our students.

Sport 
We offer a variety of sports across the school, including athletics, 
tennis, netball, football, dance, hockey, yoga and rowing. We 
encourage all students to participate to the best of their ability. 

Brentford girls are regularly amongst the highest achieving sports 
girls in the borough, with some of our students going on to play 
sport at national level. We take part in many sports competitions 
within school and against other schools. We also have strong links 
with Sky Sports and regularly have Olympic athletes visit our school, 
helping to develop our students. 

The Arts
The arts are a strong and vibrant feature at Brentford and students 
can study Art, Textiles, Drama, Music, Photography and Media 
throughout the school. Students exhibit their work in school, locally 
and nationally. 

At the end of the academic year, the school runs an Arts Week, 
where students are able to develop confidence as well as learning 
new skills and challenges.

“the teachers and older 
students helped me settle in. 

They didn’t make me feel like I was 
new, they just treated me the same 
as everyone else and I quickly felt 

part of the community”

- sophie, Year 10



be courageous... courage
Courage is a quality we all need in life to face the hurdles each day 
presents, from completing homework to the very best standard, being 
well presented and getting to school on time; to facing exams, standing 
up for what is right, taking responsibility and entering the world of work.

At secondary school, there are many different challenges to face, be 
they new or unfamiliar subjects, the need to persevere with study, the 
desire to strive for excellence or sticking up for something in the face of 
opposition.

At Brentford, we help your daughter to develop the courage to face up 
to these challenges and many more with confidence and determination. 

Student Voice & Student Leadership
Having the power to change things means having the courage to 
speak up. It is crucial that students’ voices are heard, so we have a 
range of forums to make this happen. We regularly listen to and take 
note of what our students say and write. The students’ views are a 
vital part of the way our school develops. 

Words lead to actions and through our Student Leadership Team, 
Year Council, School Council, House Captains and Prefect system 
all students have a voice. As your daughter progresses through 
the school, she will have opportunities to play important roles in 
the school through our enrichment programmes; supporting in the 
classroom, helping to run clubs and working with the local community.

Many of our students are involved in accredited leadership 
programmes including the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme, the 
NCS Challenge and the Jack Petchey Foundation award scheme. 

“Teachers make 
our lessons fun, even 

though the work can be 
difficult. They are always 

there when we need help or 
If we want to ask anything” 

- Nadia, Year 11



be flexible... flexibility
The flexibility to adapt is a skill that can help ensure 
success in everything our students do. In the lives and 
careers of our students, there will be demands placed 
upon them in this fast-changing world - to have a broad 
skill set, to see the world through others’ eyes, to show 
humility and emotional intelligence and to have the 
ability to change and grow. By being understanding and 
flexible, our students will be ready for life beyond school. 

THE Importance of literacy & 
Numeracy
Excellent literacy can open doors to other subjects and 
forms the backbone of student learning. Students have 
specific reading lessons twice a week in KS3 and the 
school has a designated member of staff to lead on 
developing students’ academic writing skills across the 
school. Numeracy is promoted throughout the curriculum 
and our Mathematics results are consistently outstanding. 
Good reading, writing, speaking, listening and numerical 
skills will help your daughter’s achievement in all areas, 
as well as increasing confidence and self-esteem. 

“I like the range of 
subjects to choose 

from at GCSE” 
- Sophie, Year 8



be inquisitive...
Inquisitiveness 
Asking questions and being inquisitive is the start of all learning. With 
each subject in our curriculum, your daughter will have an opportunity 
to make new discoveries.

Extra CurriculaR Activities
Our extensive range of extra-curricular activities engage students 
beyond the classroom. These include arts and crafts clubs, music, 
drama and dance, sports clubs, film-making, debating, gardening, 
science, languages, mathematics and ICT, to name but a few. Trips and 
visits, including museum visits, residentials and foreign excursions are 
also an important part of wider school life. 

Community & Business Links
As an outward-facing school we have community links with local primary 
schools and charities such as Age UK. Our strong business links allow 
us to provide mentoring and work experience opportunities for students. 
We also have a strong alumni network, whereby Brentford’s past 
girls contribute to the life of the school through various opportunities. 
Brentford is also the proud recipient of the highest level of International 
School Award because of our links with schools around the world 
including Rwanda, India, Sweden and France.

Homework and e-Learning
At Brentford, we want learning to continue outside the classroom and 
homework is a vital way to ensure that this happens. Homework is set 
regularly in increasing amounts as students move up the school. Our 
VLE network facilitates the completion of homework and provides a 
framework, which encourages good understanding of what has been 
set. 

“I really like the way 
that Brentford works 

hard to be part of the local 
community and I think it has a 

really positive impact”

- chelsea, Year 11



be reflective...
reflection
Reflecting on our experiences, whether educational or 
otherwise, is an important part of the learning process. 
Such reflection is central to our students’ development. 
We encourage them to reflect in many different ways, 
including through assemblies and in time with their form 
tutors, as well as by completing homework, and reading 
their teachers’ marking and feedback. School reports 
encourage our student to reflect on their progress and 
plan for the future.
 
Reflecting on learning helps our students make the right 
decisions about their direction in life, about what they 
value most and what kind of person they want to be.

“I think Brentford is 
great, it has a really 

lovely family feel to it. We 
are all one big family”

- Molly, Year 13



WE PROVIDE A  
purposeful  

&  
supportive  

environment

Pastoral Care 
Our small, friendly tutor groups 
have dedicated form tutors and a 
Head of Year. These tutor groups 
will help to settle your daughter 
into life at Brentford School for 
Girls. The form tutor will monitor 
academic progress closely and 
help with any issues, which may 
arise. We want your daughter to 
feel at home in their tutor group, 
confident and relaxed, stimulated 
and nurtured.

House System 
When your daughter comes to 
Brentford, she will be placed 
in one of five houses and it will 
become part of her identity while 
she is here. The House system 
is named after our Brenford 
Learning Values: Reflective, 
Ambitious, Confident, Flexible and 
Inquisitive. The house system is 
used across the school to promote 
healthy competition and a sense 
of responsibility and community 
amongst the students. Students 
work towards achieving the 
prestigious house cup, alongside 
other students, in different year 
groups but also in their ‘house’. 

Special Educational 
Needs
The school has outstanding 
provision for students who 
have additional needs and 
many of these students achieve 
particularly well. Information 
about this provision can be found 
on our website. We also run a 
small autistic unit, specifically for 
girls with autism within the school. 
Applications for the unit are made 
through the local authority.

The Hub
The Hub team provides support 
for students who are experiencing 
social or emotional difficulties. 
They offer an extensive range 
of support programmes that are 
dedicated to promoting personal 
well-being and to helping students 
overcome temporary barriers 
to learning, including matters 
related to child protection. 
These programmes include 
reinforcing positive behaviour 
strategies, promoting resilience, 
health related issues and stress 
management. The team is fully 
committed to the school’s ethos, 
and works very closely with staff, 
parents/carers and a range of 
agencies to help students to 
achieve their potential.



HOW TO FIND US

BY RAIL
Brentford Station (South West 
Trains) is about 5 minutes from 
the school.

BY BUS
Buses: H91, E2, E8, 65, 235, 
237, 267

“The teachers helped 
me to settle in. they are 

approachable and you know 
that you can talk to them if you 
have a problem. The staff have 
helped me lots, they really do 

care about you”
- lauren, Year 11



CONTACT US
TO Talk to us or to arrange A TOUR OF THE SCHOOL...

Call 

020 8847 4281

Email 

general@brentford.hounslow.sch.uk

Web 
www.brentford.hounslow.sch.uk

ADDRESS
5 Boston Manor Road  

Brentford  
Middlesex  

TW8 0PG

www.facebook.com/brentfordschoolgirls

WWW.TWITTER.COM/BRENTFORDSCHOOL

mailto:general%40brentford.hounslow.sch.uk%20?subject=
http://www.brentford.hounslow.sch.uk 
http://www.facebook.com/brentfordschoolgirls 
http://WWW.TWITTER.COM/BRENTFORDSCHOOL
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http://www.twitter.com/brentfordschoolgirls

