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Learning Support
TIPS FOR PARENTS AND PUPILS

Key Stage 3

This booklet will provide you with some useful tips to support your daughter with her literacy, oracy and organisational skills.

Contents: 

· Oracy – speaking and listening

· Organisational Skills

· Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation

· Homework
ORACY

Make time to speak to your daughter about her school work and of course give her plenty of encouragement and praise.  

By encouraging your daughter to share her experiences you can help her to develop her vocabulary and build up her confidence in the English language.

Encourage your daughter to talk about:

· Her interests

· Her strengths

· Films

· Theatre

· Art

· Books 

· Sport

· Activities she has taken part in during the school day

Organisation at home helps your daughter in school

Help your daughter to be organized for school:
· Encourage your daughter to make a large copy of her  timetable and illustrate it with the things that are needed each day.

· Display it in a prominent place, e.g. the fridge door.

· Refer to the timetable to remind her of the lessons she has each day.

· Ensure she packs her bag at night with everything that is needed for the next day.

· Establish a regular homework routine.
· Ensure that she has a quiet place to do her homework, ideally she should be seated at a table and without the distraction of a television
· Encourage her to go to homework club at school if she needs to.
Give your daughter as much help as possible but don’t do her homework for her. If she is struggling discuss ways of helping her with her teachers.

Revision of Basic Skills
Remember practice makes perfect.  Try to help your daughter with the following:

· How to correctly write her full name, address and telephone number and date of birth

· The difference between left and right—setting the table is a good way of doing this.

· Memorising the days of the week in sequence by referring to what is routinely done in your family, e.g. Monday is shopping day.

· Memorising the months of the year by drawing attention to family birthdays, special festivals, etc.

· Learning how to tell the time by using both the analogue and digital clock.

· Help her to remember the time by referring to her experiences, e.g. the school bus leaves at 8 o’clock.

· Encourage her to learn her multiplication tables.

· Encourage her to read to you or an older sibling for a short time each evening (10-15 minutes).
Spelling Punctuation and Grammar

The best way to improve your spellings are:

· Learn spelling rules

· Learn commonly misspelt words

· Practise spelling strategies

Punctuation

· Use full stops, capital letter and question marks accurately

· Use commas to mark clauses

· Use apostrophes and speech marks correctly

Grammar

· Clearly structure your writing using paragraghs

· Use a wide range of vocabulary

· Vary the length of your sentences

Spelling strategies

There are a few different spelling strategies. Here are a two that are quick and easy to use.

Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check, Repeat

To help your daughter learn to spell, encourage her to:

· look at the word

· Say the word correctly aloud

· Cover the word up

· Write the word down

· Check if it is right

· Repeat the process
Mnemonics 

Mnemonics are simply tricks to aid memory.  There are various ways of remembering information by using words, phrases or abbreviations. Mnemonics often work well. 

Here are some examples:

Island

An island is land with water all around it

Friend

I’ll be your fri end to the end

Necessary

(One collar (c) and two sleeves (ss)

Homework

· Make sure your daughter understands why homework and revision is important

· Help your daughter to find a routine that suits her.  

· Check her journal each day

· Encourage your daughter to do homework when it is set and not at the last minute.

· If your daughter struggles with homework discuss ways of helping her with her teachers.

· If she has difficulty recording homework legibly, arrange with the school for someone to record it for her.

Give your daughter as much help as possible but don’t do her homework for her. If she is struggling discuss ways of helping her with her teachers.

Practical Tips

· Ensure that your daughter has a pencil case containing the right equipment for school – pens, pencils, a calculator

· Use everyday activities like going to the shops to help put learning into practice.

· Watch out for TV programmes that have something to do with what your daughter is studying.

· Make sure your daughter eats breakfast—it gives her energy to learn.

· Educational games, books and things to do on the internet can help make learning really enjoyable but try to monitor her use of the internet.

Finally and most importantly 

Remember…

Everyone needs time to relax and have fun.  Make sure your daughter has time to enjoy other activities. A work life balance is important for everyone.
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